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Dominion Va. Power Reps 
Describe Storm Response  
By Pete Olivere 

Dominion Virginia Power gives top priority to restoring critical  
infrastructure circuits during power outages to ensure electricity 
for hospitals, water pumping stations, police and fire depart-
ments, and other emergency facility locations, Dominion repre-
sentatives said at the October meeting of the Glencarlyn Citizensô  
Association. 

Deborah Johnson, a customer service manager, and Vic Atwall, a 
reliability engineer, discussed the interruptions of electrical 
power in the Glencarlyn area, in particular last yearôs June 4 and 
June 16 storms., at the GCA meeting.  

Each of these storms caused loss of power to half of the 150,000 
homes in the Arlington/Alexandria service area, Atwall said.  
Restoration of power to all of Glencarlyn took considerably  
             (Continued on page 3) 

This downed tree on the 5400 block of South 4th Street knocked 
out power lines, causing power outages for many Glencarlyn 
residents following a major storm last spring.  

Page 3 ð Map of major power lines in the Glencarlyn neighborhood  

Learn óGreen Livingô at November GCA Meeting 

Want to learn some tips for conserving energy and water, reducing dependence on cars, and shopping for more earth-friendly 
goods? Come to the Monday, Nov. 3, GCA meeting  to hear Elenor Hodges of Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment and Helen 
Reinecke-Wilt from Arlington Countyôs Green Home Choice Program talk about the many choices we have. The Green Living pro-
gram starts promptly at 7:30 p.m. and will last about 45 minutes.  Itôs OK if you need to leave immediately after the program.  
Location: Carlin Hall at 5711 4th St. South. 
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Ball -Sellers House Needs Live -In Caretaker  

The Ball-Sellers House is looking for a 
new tenant/caretaker.  

Deidre Palmer, who currently lives in and 
helps maintain the house, is moving soon. 

Located at 5620 S. Third St. in Glencarlyn, 
the Ball-Sellers House is believed to be the 
oldest house standing in Arlington.  

The Arlington Historical Society would 
like to find someone to live in and help 
maintain this historic house. If interested, 
please send a letter to Martha Orth,  

3421 Rusticway Lane. Falls Church, VA, 
22044; or email to: TIKAL2@Juno.com.  
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Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

 

President 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Vice President 
Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 
Secretary 
Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 
Treasurer 
Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

 

Neighborhood Contacts 
 
Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 
Peter Olivere 703-820-0067 
Eric Hougen (Alt.) 703-379-3997 
 
Civic Federation Delegates 
John Shepherd  703-671-1789 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Marc Pina 703-824-7554 
Unfilled 4th Delegate 
Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 
Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 
 
Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 
 
Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
 
Village View Editors 
Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 
gcanews@glencarlyn.org 
 
Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 
Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 
 
Glencarlyn Email Updates 
Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 
gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 
 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

 

Carlin Hall  
5711 S. 4th  St.  

Volunteers Needed for Winter Celebrations  

Luminaria, Saturday, Dec. 20. 

Lee Clarke is the coordinator, but he  

needs volunteers to help sell materials. 

Contact Lee at 

lee.clarke@ruppertcompanies.com. 

Winter Holiday Party, Sunday, 

Dec. 21.  

The party will be held in the Carlin 

Springs Elementary School multi -

purpose room. We would like the party 

to reflect a celebration of all the winter 

holidays, including Christmas, Chanu-

kah, Kwanza, and the Vietnamese/

Chinese and Western New Year.  

We are looking for volunteers to help with this effort, including the party activities, 

decorations and snacks. To volunteer, contact Pete Olivere at 703-626-2520 or 

polivere@aol.com. 

Glencarlyn Marketeers  
Investment Club  
Special Investment Presentation  
Friday, Dec. 5, 7 -9 p.m., at Carlin 
Hall  

Have the recent ups and downs in the 
stock market caught your interest? Are 
you wondering if now is a good time to 
jump in?   

Kaush Meisheri of H&R Block Financial 
Advisors will be speaking to the Glencar-
lyn Marketers Investment Club (GMIC) 
on how to find high quality stocks on Fri-
day, Dec. 5, from 7-9 p.m. at Carlin Hall. 
Please come to this free  presentation 
sponsored by GMIC. 

Did you know that Glencarlyn has had its 
own investment club for 12 years? We are 

looking for new members and now is a 
great time to join. What better time to 
learn about buying stocks than when the 
market is so low. The only place to go is 
up! 

If you would like more information about 
GMIC or information on how to join, call  
Paxton Baker at 703-578-9457 or Mary-
beth Majka at 703-820-5638. 

 

Glencarlyn Added to  
National Register of  
Historic Places  

The Virginia Department of Historic Re-
sources has notified us that the Glencarlyn 
Historic District nomination to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places has been 
accepted and was listed in the National 
Register on Sept. 18, 2008.  The desig-
nated area is bounded by South Carlin 
Springs Road, Arlington Blvd, 5th Road 
South, and Glencarlyn Park. 

The National Register of Historic Places is 
the nation's official list of cultural re-

sources worthy of preservation. It also 
serves as one of the main requirements for 
a property wanting to take advantage of 
tax credits for the rehabilitation and reno-
vation of a historic property.   

Listing on the National Register of His-
toric Places does not include or require 
the local design review process for modifi-
cations, new construction, or demolition 
to any buildings listed.  Buildings applying 
for the historic tax credits do need to get 
approval from the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources prior to undertaking 
work.  

Glencarlyn joins several other Arlington 
residential neighborhoods that have been 
named to the National Register of Historic 
Places, including Arlington Forest, Ashton 
Heights, Cherrydale, Columbia Forest, 
Lyon Park, Lyon Village, Maywood, Pen-
rose and Waverly Hills.  

We would like to thank Michael Leventhal 
and other staff of the Arlington County 
Historic Preservation Program for their 
efforts over the past several years to make 
this happen. 

Meet Your Neighbors at the 

Glencarlyn Community  

Online Forum. 

Join Discussion Groups; Get 

Community Updates; Learn 

about Community Events. 

Register at 

www.glencarlyn.org/smf/index.php 

Found 

Wedding Ring 

Ring was found 

in front of St. Johnôs church.  

 

Call: 703-931-6631 

mailto:lee.clarke@ruppertcompanies.com
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Nature Center  

By Matt Neff  

Birthday Celebration for 

Long Branch Nature Center  

Come join our 36th birthday on Wednes-
day, November 12, 2008, from 3-5 p.m. at 
the Long Branch Nature Center.  We will 
have animals, a scavenger hunt  and 
treats. We also will have a slide show of 
Long Branch Nature Center, past and pre-
sent. We welcome your photos. Please 
submit photos to be included in the slide 
show to mneff@arlingtonva.us.   

The event is free and no registration 
is required.   Please contact us at 703-
228-6535 if you have any questions. 

Say No to Road Kill  

Arlingtonians can sense autumn has ar-
rived for many reasons. The leaves start to 
change from green to brilliant reds and 
oranges before they fall to the ground. We 
see birds migrating south for the winter.  
Another common sight is gruesome but 
also signifies the change to fall: road kill.   

Road kill can be seen year-round, but why 
is it more prevalent as summer fades to 
fall?  As autumn comes upon us, many 
mammals search for food to pack on fat to 
stay warm for the winter.  The need to 
pack on fat causes animals to venture 
across busy roads more frequently.  The 
naturalists at Long Branch Nature Center 
ask that you kindly brake for these animals 
as you are driving to any destination this 

fall, especially if you are driving to one of 
our programs.  Braking for animals is, in 
essence, giving them a second life. 

And by the way,  you can also give fauna a 
second life by attending our teen taxi-
dermy program!  

Teen Taxidermy  
Wed., Nov. 5, 3:30 -4:30PM. Teens 
ages 13-17. Ever wonder how those stuffed 
animals get stuffed? Well, come and check 
it out. We'll watch a how-to video on the 
preparation of displaying an animal. Then 
youôll get a chance to try your hand at it! 

Free. Registration required. Call 
703-228-4747 to register.  Meet at Long 
Branch Nature Center.   
Program # 612503B 

Power Outages (continued from page 1) 

longer than usual after the June 4 storm 
because of the number of trees down in 
the neighborhood.  

Johnson and Atwell also showed a dia-
gram of the power grid in Glencarlyn.  The  
map shows the main lines where the elec-
tricity flows from the substation in the 
park on North Kensington Street, down 
Carlin Springs Road and then into the 
neighborhood branches.  

You will note that the feeder line on South 
4th Street east of Carlin Springs Road pow-
ers much of Glencarlyn. There are numer-
ous fuses along the line and each branch. 
But you will lose power  if there is a break 
in the line (or fuse outage) between your 
home and the power station.  

Because of how the power lines are laid 
out, it is possible that you lose power but 
your neighbor behind you does not. 

Johnson and Atwell also discussed the 
order of restoration of power after an out-
age, saying that circuits for critical infra-
structure get top priority.  

The next priority is to restore power to the 
greatest number of customers in the short-
est amount of time. In general, this means 
working first on major lines to substations 
and then to main neighborhood feeds, 
assuming that fallen trees or other debris 
allow access.  Next Dominion repairs the 
neighborhood feeds and lastly individual 
homes.  

Since the June storm, Dominion represen-
tatives have been discussing with Arling-

ton County ways to manage more effec-
tively the restoration of power, particularly 
in the removal of trees, they said. 

Dominion does not provide priority to 
residences where there are persons with 
medical needs which require power. How-
ever, they will take information to alert 
you of possible outages.   

Remember, if you see downed lines, 
assume that they are live . Always re-
port hazardous or emergency situations by 
phone to 1-888-667-3000.   

Be sure to let them know the location 
where you lost power, and whether houses 
near you have power.  At this stage, Do-
minion Virginia Power does not have the 
capability to monitor which areas have lost 
power remotely, so call and let them know. 
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Presidentõs Message 
GLENCARLYN LIBRARY 

703-228-6548 

 

 

 

FAMILY STORYTIME  
Wednesdays  

Nov. 5, 12, and 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

Kristin Willis reads stories, sings songs 
and makes crafts for the entire family. 

This is a really fun evening.  

  
GLENCARLYN MONTHLY BOOK 

DISCUSSION  
Monday, Nov. 24, at 7:00 p.m. 

 ñSecret  Life of Beesò by Sue Monk 

A motherless daughter  
discovers the strange and  

wondrous places we find love. 

Please Join Michelle and Joan 
for an interesting and lively discussion. 

Bring a friend.  
Copies Available  

 
HOLIDAY BOOKS  

 We have a great selection of holiday 
books on every subject. 

Check them out!  

 
HAVE A WONDERFUL  

 THANKSGIVING  
This holiday is a great time to start tell-

ing and saving family stories. 

By Pete Olivere, GCA President 

I would like to thank the neighbors who 
are responding to our requests for help 
with community activities.  Your support 
allows us to enhance what the Glencarlyn 
Citizensô Associations is doing for the 
neighborhood. 

November Membership Meeting  

We are trying to include a 45-minute pro-
gram of general interest to the neighbor-
hood at the beginning of each GCA meet-
ing.  For November, we will have a presen-
tation on what each of us can do toward 
Green Living, in our daily lives and in our 
homes.  We know that many of you have 
other obligations, including young chil-
dren, so we start the programs promptly 
at 7:30 p..m  and take no offense if people 
leave when it is done. See the front page 
article describing the November program.  

October Membership Meeting  

Iôd like to thank Captain John Shepherd 
for arranging to have Deborah Johnson 
and Vic Atwall of Dominion Virginia 
Power join us at our last meeting. We 
learned a lot about what is involved in 
providing electric service during a major 
storm and what is involved in restoring 
power after a storm outage. A summary 
of their presentation can be found 
on the front page.  

During the business portion of the Octo-
ber meeting, we approved the GCA 
budget, which was printed in the October 

issue of the Village View . We elected Eric 
Hougen as our alternate Neighborhood 
Conservation Delegate. 

We also discussed and approved the Ex-
ecutive Committee proposal to ñApprove 
funding up to $500 as a placeholder for 
initial investment to save water in Com-
munity Garden.ò Judy Funderburk and 
Paul Nuhn will work closely with Arling-
ton County in implementation. The most 
cost effective approach, which actually 
saves water and money, appears to be 1) 
installing some drip irrigation with timers 
and 2) installing a rain barrel/cistern at 
one corner initially, probably the north-
west corner. 

Judy has not been able to meet with 
county officials yet, so costs are still un-
known. The Executive Committee will be 
part of the discussions and provide a regu-
lar report to Glencarlyn citizens. GCA will 
assess the water savings from this effort 
next year to determine if additional in-
vestment is warranted.  As part of the dis-
cussion, we were asked to determine if a 
well exists on the Carlin Hall property or if 
one could be drilled to provide an alter-
nate source of water. 

GCA Executive Committee  

The GCA Executive Committee met on 
Oct. 8 and discussed upcoming events and 
possible activities for the remainder of the 
year. The next Executive Committee meet-
ing will be in December. See the Decem-
ber View for the date and time. 
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Pumpkin Eater!  
A chipmunk feasts on one of the 

pumpkins on the front steps of the 

home of Glencarlyn residents Eric 

and Kate Hougan.  

Between squirrels and this chip-

munk finding treats in their fam-

ily's effort to decorate for the  

fall season, Kate says, "This year 

was a record, I think they ate all 

the pumpkins within two days."  

She relates comments from 

neighbor Mark Senak who was 

walking his dog by their house one 

day.  Senak said his dog lunged at 

a pumpkin -eating squirrel and the 

squirrel was so intent on filling its 

jowls that it didn't even flinch!  

There are no tax breaks or burdens asso-
ciated with being designated a Notable 
Tree. The designation does not give Ar-
lington County authority or responsibility 
over trees on private property. That is,  
property owners retain full responsibility 
and/or authority for what happens to 
their tree.  
 
Trees deemed of Notable status will be 
entered into the Arlington registry of No-
table Trees and honored with a plaque or 
certificate at a public award ceremony in 
the spring. Anyone may nominate a tree; 
nominations are due November 15. 
 
Anyone interested should visit the web-
site: www.arlingtonva.us/pcr  
and click on "All About Trees." The web-
site includes more information on the 
program; a list of more than 150 trees 
that have been designated as Notable; 
pictures of awards from spring 2008; and  
the nomination form.  

Garden News (Continued from page 9) 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/pcr
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

Forts, Fires and BB Gun Wars 
By David Backus 

Glencarlyn has been the home of forts 
since the Civil War. The Indians who lived 
here before that probably had forts as 
well. The forts Iôm talking about are the 
forts of a boyôs dream ï a place of his own, 
using old wood, a few nails, pieces of this 
and that, imagination and some skill, and 
you end up with a ñclub houseò of your 
own.  

As the boys of Glencarlyn grew up, they 
built forts around the community. Not all 
the boys were younger than sixteen. Some 
were parents who ñhelpedò their kids 
build such places. Some forts were pretty 
shabby; others were very nice. And some 
were spectacular! 

In the ó50ôs, we had many military families 
move in (and out) of our community. In 
those days, they shipped their goods in 
large wooden crates made of rough cut 
1x6 by up to 8-foot long boards. After the 
crates were unloaded, they were put out 
on the curb for the trash. This resource 
was employed for several forts in and 
around our neighborhood.  

One fort was located on the south side of 
Glencarlyn in the then swampy area of the 
5700 block of 5th Road. It was about 10 
feet by 10 feet with sides, a floor, roof and 
hinged door. It was a ñclub houseò for an 
informal group of boys (and it was ru-
mored, a girl or two). The fort wasnôt 
plush, but it gave them some privacy away 
from the village.  

Another fort was located across from the 
Nature Center on the east hill. This was 
larger, much better fitted together ða 
small log cabinðput together by the Hick-
manôs for their children. (The Hickmanôs 
owned several acres of the woods on both 
sides of the stream). We didnôt go into 
that building, which was in view of Mrs. 
Hickman, who had a rifle and was known 
to take a shot now and then at 
ñtrespassers.ò 

I had a fort with my friends as well. Our 
fort was built on the hill north of the Na-
ture Center. We dug out the hillside, about 
8 feet on one side and 2 feet on the down 
slope. We used the old packing crates, 
some tar paper, an old wood stove, and 
even ran power to it from our house using 
communications wire from the Army sur-
plus store. 

We had lights and a solenoid operated 
lock on the door for entry. When we 

wanted to make sure no one could get in, 
we just unplugged the power to it from the 
house current. It was 10 feet by 12 feet 
with a sloping ceiling about 7 feet high. 
We covered this fort with leaves and 
branches to camouflage it. We also built a 
tree fort about 20 feet up on a tree at the 
top of our hill.   

We had ñmeetingsò and were up to one 
kind of mischief or another. This was 
where we originated the BB gun fights 
that would cover the adjoining field and 
other times would be a stand-off with the 
tree fort shooting down and us defending 
the regular fort.  

We almost stopped that sort of fighting 
after we hit Charlie in the eyebrow with a 
BB pellet. But Charlie said he was OK and 
we continued. The end of the battles came 
when we chased three of our compadres 
over the field and onto the next hill into 
the backyards of the Jefferson Street 
neighbors.  

Ken had a good shot and just missed 
Charlie. The BB hit the bricks that Charlie 
was hiding behind and ricocheted off into 
the Freemanôs picture window. We all ran 
back to the fort, but Mr. Freeman knew 
who we were.  

Dad was not amused! We were grounded 
and had to pay for the picture window. All 
armaments were confiscated. I found the 
barrel of my BB gun in the trash after a 
month. I pulled it out and asked Dad 
where the rest of my gun was. He said that 
was the last piece. The rest had been put 
piece by piece into the trash over the last 
month.  

What happened to the old fort? It burned 
down in the winter (with the neighbor-
hood looking on) as the fire trucks arrived 
to stop the spread of the fire. One member 
of our group had gone into the fort in the 
morning in February and lit a fire in the 
wood stove to stay warm.  He stayed for 
two hours and the metal chimney got too 
hot and caught our camouflage on fire.  

We were all members of the Boy Scouts, 
so we were prepared for just such a prob-
lem. We had a fire extinguisher on hand. 
It was a water pump affair. The water had 
frozen.  

There was nothing left of the old fort but a 
pile of smoking ruins. We had all grown 
and had moved from boys to young men 
and had better things to doðsuch as 
dances, track meets, basketball, etc.ðthan 

rebuild an old fort.  

The one fort that still has the remains 
visible from that era is a tree fort down in 
the woods at the south end of Jefferson 
Street.  Mr. Christiansen built this with 
his two sons (he also had a daughter).  

When I look at the ñrungsò up this mighty 
tree to where the fort had been, I think 
how wonderfully crazy we all were about 
forts. The rungs go up at least 70 feet.  

The fort must have had a great view, but 
just thinking of the climb to that height 
makes me happy we decided on a fort in 
the ground.  



6 

The appearance of advertising in the Village View does not imply endorsement or approval by the GCA 

of any advertising claims or of the advertiser, its product, or services. 

 

News From Our Schools  

By Anne Vor der Bruegge, Community 
School Coordinator  

Carlin Springs Elementary School on 
Sept. 26 enjoyed an all-day visit from the  
Science Museum of Virginiaôs BioExpress 
program.   

The day started with an exciting assembly 
exploring the digestion process from con-
sumption to excretion.  It even included a 
burping contest!   

Several classrooms had hands-on  
presentations, including adaptation 
games, Gyotaku, the Japanese art of 
printmaking, as well as an exploration of 
the sense organs.   

In the gym, tables were full of fascinating 
hands-on science activities.  Students 
checked out their reaction time, put to-
gether a skeleton, explored the inside of 
the human body, and worked on chal-
lenging puzzles.   

ñIs this awesome, or what?ò said one stu-
dent, summing up the day. 

Glencarlyn resident Sophia Wallace, a second grader at Carlin Springs Elementary, 
enjoyed  putting a skeleton together  at the Virginia Science Museum program . 

Science Museum Brings Skeletons, Learning and Fun 
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Washington -Lee High School to 
Host Annual Holiday Bazaar  

Washington-Lee High School will host its 

annual holiday bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 6, 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the new school. 

The event will feature vendors with jew-

elry, holiday gifts, collectibles and hand-

made items, along with ethnic foods.  

Holiday entertainment will be provided. 

The address is: 1301 N. Stafford Street, 

Arlington.  

The event is free , and the community is 

invited. For general  information or if you 

would like to be a vendor, please email 

wl_holiday_bazaar@live.com  or call 

Renee Gorsky at 703-516-7007. 

 

Schools Forum on Elimination of 
the Minority Achievement Gap  

A community forum on eliminating the 

minority achievement gap will be held 

Saturday, Nov. 15, at Kenmore Middle 

School.  

Sponsored by the Superintendent's Com-

mittee on Elimination of the Minority 

Achievement Gap, the Advisory Council on 

Instruction and other schools groups, the 

forum will review progress made to date 

and elicit community discussion of what  

can be done to continue progress.  

The forum will take place from 10 a.m.  to 

1 p.m.  Kenmore is located at 200 S. Carlin 

Springs Road.  

For further information, contact Margie 

Farrar -Simpson at 703-685-2627. 


