
  

The Glencarlyn Citizens' Association will feature 

two speakers at the Nov. 2 monthly meeting. 

Diane Kresh, Director of the Arlington County 

Libraries, will discuss the current state of the 

libraries, including this year's budget reductions 

and the challenges facing Arlington. Last yearôs 

budget cuts resulted in reduced hours at Glen-

carlynôs library on both Thursdays and Fridays. 

Kresh wants to establish a dialogue with the 

community prior to proposals being developed 

for the upcoming year. 

Also speaking at the meeting will be Susan So-

roko, Arts Management Specialist with Arling-

ton Cultural Affairs, who will discuss the many 

cultural opportunities available in Arlington.  

Soroko, who is a Glencarlyn resident, will 

explain how residents can take advantage 

of numerous programs and activities across 

the spectrum of arts and cultural affairs, 

including theatre, dance, music, visual arts 

and film. If you enjoy the arts, you donôt 

want to miss this presentation.  

The website for Arlington Cultural Affairs, 

which is a Division of the Arlington County De-

partment of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Re-

sources, is http://arlingtonarts.org.  

The GCA meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at 

Carlin Hall 5711 4th St. South.  

The  
 Village  
  View  

 

Next  

GCA 

Meeting:  

Monday  

November 2  

7:30 p.m.  
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Library Issues Climb Back on Arlingtonôs Agenda 
GCA November meeting also features discussion of countyôs cultural opportunities  

Diane Kresh, Director of 

Arlington County Libraries, 

will speak at GCA  meeting.  

Ana Garciaôs ñButterfly at Brookside Gardensò won a first place award in 

Glencarlynôs Summer Photo Contest. See page 6 for story. 

Kids Halloween Party  

Just a reminder: TheGlencarlyn 

Halloween Party is  Saturday, Oct. 31,  

from noon to 2 p.m. at Carlin Hall.  
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Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

President 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Vice President 

Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 

Secretary 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

Treasurer 

Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

Neighborhood Contacts 

Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 

Eric Hougen  703-379-3997 

Peter Olivere (Alt.) 703-820-0067 

Civic Federation Delegates 

John Shepherd  703-671-1789 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Tom Jonson 703-379-2531 

Vacant 

Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 

Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 

Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 

Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Village View Editors 

Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 

gcanews@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 

Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 

Glencarlyn Email Updates 

Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 

gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

Carlin Hall  

5711 S. 4th  St.  

December GCA Meeting: Neighbor-

hood Conservation Projects  

Glencarlyn residents can learn how to 

propose capital improvement projects for 

their neighborhoods at the Dec. 7 meet-

ing of the Glencarlyn Citizensô Associa-

ton. 

Representatives from Arlingtonôs 

Neighborhood Services Division will dis-

cuss the Neighborhood Conservation 

Program (NCP) and answer questions 

about how neighborhoods participate.  

The NCP is an Arlington program that 

provides funding for a variety of capital 

improvement projects.  

These improvements can include installa-

tion of sidewalks, curbs and gutters, 

streetlights, park improvements, 

neighborhood art, and beautification.  

Glencarlyn has had a number of these 

projects over the past three decades, most 

recently the curb, gutter and street re-

placements in the 5600 and 5800 blocks 

of 3rd street south, and street lights on the 

5900 block of 3rd 

Street south.   

All such projects must 

be proposed by the 

community and are 

ranked against all pro-

posed NCP projects in 

the county twice a year 

to determine which 

will be funded. 

Curb and gutter 

projects need the 

backing from  

residents effected. 

If you are interested in 

curbs and gutters for 

your block or have 

another community 

project you think 

should be funded, 

bring your ideas to the 

December meeting.  

In the interim, if you 

have any questions, 

contact our Glencarlyn 

representatives to the 

Neighborhood Conser-

vation Advisory Com-

mittee, delegate Eric 

Hougen 

(ehougen@gwu.edu) 

or alternate delegate and GCA President 

Pete Olivere (polivere@aol.com) at 703-

626-2520. 

Volunteers Needed  

We need volunteers to help at the Dec. 13 

Winter Holiday Party and Dec. 19  

Luminaria, both daytime sales and 

evening bonfire festivities.  

We also need two Block Captains, one for 

the six houses on the 500 block of Carlin 

Springs Road (west side only) and another 

for the houses on Arlington Boulevard 

east of Carlin Springs Road.  Contact Pete 

Olivere polivere@aol.com. 

Neighborhood Dog Issues:  

Aggressive Dogs  

The County ordinance prohibits any dogs 

running at large. This becomes a serious 

problem when a dog exhibits aggressive 

behavior.  

The ordinance defines a dangerous dog as 

one that has bitten, 

attacked or inflicted 

injury on a person or 

companion animal, 

or killed a compan-

ion animal. There 

are fines and specific 

actions required to 

be taken by the 

owner of a danger-

ous dog.   

We know of at least 

one person being 

bitten by a dog in the 

past few weeks, and 

we believe there are 

several others. The 

county has cited the 

owner in the known 

case.  

If you are attacked 

or harassed by a 

dog,you should im-

mediately contact 

Arlington Animal 

Control at 703-931-

9241.  Animal Con-

trol will send some-

one to investigate. It 

is much better if 

Animal Control is 

able to get there 

while the dog is still at large.  

If you see a dog at large that is regularly 

behaving aggressively, you and your 

neighbors should call Animal Control 

every time the dog is out and exhibiting 

that behavior. If the dog has a history of 

calls being made, when it attacks or bites, 

the resultant action is more than a modest 

fine.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Glencarlyn has been plagued re-

cently by dogs that are running 

loose in the daytime and barking 

loudly at night. In addition, some 

owners are not cleaning up after 

their dogs.  Please be considerate 

of your neighbors.  
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Simply Decorating 
òAssisting you with your decorating decisionsó 

Over 30 years experience 
Simply canõt make up your mind about a paint color, 
Simply canõt decide which sofa to purchase, 

Or how to arrange your room? 
Call me for a consultation. 

703 623-7813 
Deborah Charboneau 

Member I.F.D.A. 

Presidentõs Message 

By Pete Olivere, GCA President 

The September Picnic was a great idea, but 

the weather didn't cooperate.  

After heavy rains on Saturday, Sept. 26,  

all looked good for the following Sunday 

until a modest shower rolled in just before 

the picnic began, and so we had to roll 

everything up and go home.   

Although we cancelled, I would like to 

thank Sheridan Swope for handling the 

purchasing and assisting in set up; Alex 

Petrov, Paul Nuhn, Branden Hemel and 

son Alex, Lee Clark and Barbara Olivere 

for setup; and several other folks for loan-

ing grills and fire pits.  

A special recognition to Alex Petrov for 

fashioning a volleyball net from a badmin-

ton net, some plastic pipe and duct tape. 

I also would like to thank Doug LeRoy for 

quickly developing a solution to correct an 

email problem for the GCA Executive 

Committee and Carlin Hall scheduler that 

occurred after our website provider 

abruptly stopped forwarding to AOL ad-

dresses. Keeping email moving is not as 

simple as it seems. 

We have included two topics for our No-

vember meeting: 1) a presentation on  

Arlingtonôs arts and cultural activities; and 

2) a discussion with Diane Kresh, Director 

of the Arlington County Libraries.  

As you may recall, Diane attended our 

March meeting and defended the pro-

posed reduction of two days in the Glen-

carlyn Library.  The County Board's final 

decision was a reduction of one day, which 

was implemented as two one-half day re-

ductions. During those preliminary discus-

sions, Diane suggested that she meet with 

us before the budget recommendations are 

developed for next year. She would like to 

use this meeting to discuss the County-

wide library picture and get input from the 

community.  We welcome her efforts to 

include us early in the process. 

Looking ahead, for December we would 

like to focus on getting a project in the 

queue for the Neighborhood Conservation 

Program.  There is limited funding and 

several dozen organizations competing for 

the funds.  We can expect to get a project 

funded about every 2-3 years. 

Also, if you or your pet have been bitten or 

had physical contact with wildlife, please 

contact someone in the Animal Control 

department immediately.  

Unbagged Dog droppings  

We have also received a number of com-

plaints that dog drop-

pings are being left 

behind when people 

walk their dogs.   

The county ordinance 

states: "The owner of a 

dog shall be responsible for the removal of 

the dog's excretion from any property 

other than the dog owner's property[;] and 

between the edges or curbs of public 

streets."  The fine is up to $100. 

So please everyone, be good neighbors and 

don't let your dogs run free. And when you 

are walking them, pick up after them.  

Show Shovelers needed  

Several older or disabled residents in the 

community will need help shoveling snow 

this winter. If you or one of your children 

are interested in being included on a list of 

persons who can be called to 

do this work, or if you think 

you may need some help, 

please contact Pete Olivere 

at polivere@aol.com or 703-

626-2520.  

We already have a couple of volunteers. 

Recent Police Activity  

Those of you on the Glencarlyn Update list 

have noted that, in addition to the peri-

odic car larcenies, we have had several 

other crimes during recent months. These 

include an assault between young males 

after a party; a stabbing resulting from a 

dispute between housemates in a rental; 

and a possession of firearms arrest when 

the police responded to a call about a  

suspicious man with a gun.  

The last of the three involved  a person 

visiting a friend, not entering the 

neighborhood for some criminal activity.   

When we hear of these incidents, we  

immediately discuss the situation with 

Captain Nuneville, who heads our police 

district.  In each of these cases, it was  

determined that although the arrest was 

for a serious offense, these were not 

crimes which would endanger neighbors.   

Let us know if you are interested in having 

Captain Nuneville speak at the February 

GCA meeting. 

Village Notes (Continued from page 2) 

Event Reminders  

Dec. 13 Winter Holiday Party 

Dec. 19 Luminaria and Bonfire 
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

Tree Proclamations    
By David Backus 

Any boy growing 
up in the neighbor-
hood needed a few 

basic items. One 
was a good dog. 
About half the kids 
in the village had a 
dog of some kind. A bicycle was a must. 
You had to get around somehow. And a 
whittling knife.  

Most of us joined the Boy Scouts when we 
got old enough. It was good fun and taught 
us how to get along and helped the cause 
of ñcommunity contribution.ò Since dad 
was an Eagle Scout, there was NO argu-
ment allowed concerning joining the 
scouts. Like going to school, it was a given. 

Most of the neighborhood parents 
helped with the Scouts. As Boy 
Scouts, we learned knots, swim-
ming, rudimentary boating, camp-
ing, fishing and an assortment of 
other useful information for living. 
We had hikes through the woods, 
went camping in the Shenandoah, 
spelunking in West Virginia and 
canoeing on the Potomac River.   

Having and using a knife was part 
of growing up in the Scouts. For 
that matter, most kids had one. You 

needed it to whittle tent pegs, 
shorten ropes, create snares (for 
survival techniques) and a host of 
other things.  

A good knife had a blade 3 inches to 
4 inches long. A GREAT knife had a blade 
or two but also had the other essentials 
like a small pair of scissors, a nail file, a 
ñboringò tool, bottle opener, can opener, 
screw driver (both Phillips head and stan-
dard), as well as other assorted tools too 
numerous to recall. This knife was carried 
in the front pocket of your jeans.  

The Swiss Army knife (the one with all the 
extras) was obvious and impressive for a 
kid to have. It wasnôt until later that we 
learned that it wasnôt fashionable to have 
such a device in your front pocket (for 
many reasons).  

Most of us didnôt have Swiss Army knives. 
But we did get Boy Scout knives for scout-
ing trips. These were two bladed affairs, 
one blade short and the other longer. My 
dad let me use his old painterôs knife, 

which had one 3 ½-inch blade and was an 
early switch blade (a spring loaded blade 
that could be opened with the push of a 
button). This was impressive ï and later 
illegal. It was called a ñpainterôs knifeò in 
my grandfatherôs time because you could 
open it with one hand while your other 

hand was occupied doing something im-
portant like holding onto the ladder.  

Yes, you could take your knife to school 
with you. And, yes, we wore our Scout uni-
forms to school on the day of the meeting, 
even though the meetings were held at 
night. This was a good recruiting tool.  My 
Scout uniform was the only real outfit that 
worked ï that is,  that looked like it was 
matched and proper.  

On the way home from school, there were 
kidsðnot Scouts, Iôm sureðthat would 
carve the names of their true love (of the 
moment) into the smooth bark of the ma-

ple, sycamore or ash trees in the parks. As 

Scouts, we were admonished not do this 
sort of needless destruction. It was harm-
ful to the trees. My grandmotherôs quote 
was ñFoolish names, like foolish faces, are 
often seen in public places!ò She was defi-
nitely old school.  

There was a long running battle with the 
kids to stop this, but only time and 
changes of attitude and laws would cure 
the problem.  

In the meantime, the park at the north end 
of Jefferson Street was the prime recipient 
of these carved public proclamations of 
love and fidelity. It often occurred during 

the walk home for many Kenmore Junior 
High students, who had time on their 
hands, a knife at the ready and the object 

of their affection standing by watching the 
deed being done.  

Now when a tree grows up, it grows from 
the top. This means that a carved inscrip-
tion doesnôt move higher up the tree, but, 
instead, gets wider and more distorted as 
the trunk grows wider. Over the years this 

led to many artfully carved intertwined 
hearts with arrows piercing them and ini-
tials on the hearts growing into grotesque 
distortions on these smooth barked trees. 
This may have been what happened to 
these relationships over the years as well. 
As far as I know, no one ever did any fol-
low up studies on those early romances.  

As time went on, the trees succumbed to é 
whatever. Fewer and fewer of these 
smooth barked trees were left standing 
and the advent of ñcoolerò things and ways 
of saying ñI really care for youò have saved 
the new crop of trees from this destructive 

practice.  

My own inscription ï and yes I 
did carve one tree in my wild 
and tempestuous youth, was 
located in a spot my dad would 
never get to see. I was in ñluvò 
with my junior high sweetheart. 
This was platonic, since she 
moved to Maryland soon after I 
proclaimed my affections. We 
did burn up the phone lines 
(well, sort of) with sly innuen-
dos and tentative phone é. uh 

é. fun. But we never really got 
together during all that time to 
bring anything to fruition 
( thank goodness we no longer 
had the ñpartyò phone lines of 

earlier years) .  

Knowing how my dad (the Eagle Scout) 
would feel about any despoiling of trees, I 
climbed to the top of the maple tree on the 
east side of the property. Wedged between 
a limb and the trunk of the tree, forty feet 
in the air, I carved her name and mine into 
the smooth bark. It was done with all the 

ardor and artistic talent I could muster. It 
was é not great, but it did proclaim to the 
world (whoever climbed to the top of the 
maple tree, anyway), my true feelings! 

When we had to cut down trees for the 
house renovation in 2003, the maple tree 
was one of the last trees to be felled. As we 
cut the tree up to be taken away, I spotted 
the swollen, distorted  remains of my very 
early carving, still there, reminding me of 
a time and a person long ago.  
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Gary FitzGibbon 
 

Serving Northern Virginia for 21 Years 
 

 RE/MAX Presidential  

VISIT MY WEB PAGE AT:  http://garyfitzgibbon.com 

EMAIL ME AT:  garyfitzgibbon@aol.com 

GARY FITZGIBBON        RE/MAX PRESIDENTIAL        (703) 876-5347 

FOR SALE IN GLENCARLYN 
Completely Updated 3 BR/2 BA Home! 

Renovated 4-level split!  Gorgeous all-new 
kitchen with granite, new cabinets, appli-
ances, etc. New windows, bathrooms, and 
stunning hardwood floors. Bright, light inte-
rior.  Must see inside! 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS MY SPECIALITY! 

CALL ME TODAY! 

 (703) 876-5347 
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St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

415 S. Lexington St 703-671-6834 

Arlington, VA 22204  http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

We invite you to participate in our 

open and welcoming community of faith 

Worship with us Sundays at 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM 

Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon, receive Holy Communion 

Reflect and pray with us Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM 

Informal candlelight prayer and reflection 

 

Join us for our Spring Tea! ð May 9 1ð3 P.M . 

Scones, sandwiches, scrumptious desserts, fine teas and  

a complimentary glass of champagne 

$20 per person 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:5 

Nate Welsh was named a first place Summer Photo Contest winner in the 

Age 12-18 category for his photo, Mammoth Hot Springs, Yellowstone.  

Steve Elkintonôs ñAutumn Solitaireò was 

named the overall best photo in the the 

2009 Glencarlyn Summer Photo Contest. 

Elkinton and other winners were an-

nounced at the Glencarlyn Citizensô Ass-

sociationôs October meeting, where the 

winning photos were also displayed.  

Glencarlyn resident Susan Soroko,  Arts 

Management Specialist with Arlington 

Cultural Affairs,  served as contest judge. 

The color photos can be seen on display 

at the Glencarlyn Library and the GCA 

website at www.glencarlyn.org. They are 

best viewedðand appreciatedðin color.  

We hope the photos will inspire even 

more entries in next summerôs contest. 

Age 11 & Under  
 
Category: Neighborhood  
1st Place 
Alex Hemel 
Water 
 
Category: People 
1st Place 
Alex Hemel(age 5) 
Self Portrait  
 
2nd Place 
Dorothy Grotos(age 7) 
Family  
 
Category: Other  
1st Place 
Alex Hemel 
Marble columns 
 
Age 12 -18  
 
Category: People 
1st Place 
Nate Welsh 
Dad at lake at Grand Teton 
 
Category: Animals  
1st Place 
Nate Welsh 
Marmot at Yellowstone 
 
Category: Other  
1st Place 
Nate Welsh 
Mammoth Hot Springs, Yellow-
stone 

Age Over 18  
 
Category: Neighborhood  
1st Place and Overall Best Photo 
Steve Elkinton 
Autumn Solitaire  
 
Category: Neighborhood  
2nd Place 
Todd Wallace 
Night sky from cemetery 
 
Category: People 
1st Place 
Steve Elkinton 
Are you ready? 
 
2nd Place 
Ana Garcia 
Take time to smell the tulips!  
 
Category: Animals  
1st Place 
Ana Garcia 
Scarlet Macaw, Venezuelan 
Amazon 
 
Category: Other  
1st Place 
Ana Garcia 
Butterfly at Brookside Gardens 
 
2nd Place 
Steve Elkinton 
Eyes on top of the world 
 
 

Winners of the Summer Photo Contest  

Winners of GCA Photo 

Contest Announced 
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Online Extra!  
See  the winner of the overall Best Photo in the  

2009 Glencarlyn Summer Photo Contest, Steve  

Elkintonôs ñAutumn Solitaire,ò on page 9. 


