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Theyôre Off! Tina Cavey (in foreground) and Alexis Krug begin the hunt for 
Easter Eggs and other treats at Glencarlynôs annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
Carlin Hall on April 3.  Story on page 6.  

By Pete Olivere, GCA President 

If you are a senior citizenðor intend 

some day to become oneðyou will want 

to attend the May meeting of the  

Glencarlyn Citizensô Association about 

ñVillage Groups,ò a program that  

provides organized support to enable 

seniors to remain in their homes and 

communities even as they grow older.  

Terri Lynch, Director of  the Arlington 

Agency on Aging,  will speak at the May 3 

meeting and help explore the concept of 

Village Groups, Arlington style. We also 

would like to begin a discussion with 

Glencarlyn residents about putting  

together a low effort volunteer approach 

in our neighborhood.  

To provide additional insight, we have 

invited several residents of Arlington 

Forest who started some preliminary 

planning for such an effort in their 

neighborhood last year. 

The program begins at 7:30 p.m. and is 

held at Carlin Hall (5711 S. 4th St.) 

Over the past 20 years, groups of seniors 

around the country have formed a variety 

of Village Groups or village networks to 

provide support and interactions that 

make it easier for seniors to remain in 

their homes. These groups vary from a 

loose network of volunteers helping out 

each other to more structured non-profits 

with paid staff who help identify and ar-

range for needed services. 

There are currently no Village Groups or 

networks in Arlington, perhaps because 

Arlington County provides a relatively 

broad array of services to seniors com-

pared to other areas. However, there are 

a number of gaps between what is pro-

vided by the county and other organiza-

tions and what would be helpful or 

needed by some seniors to be able to live 

(Continued on page 3) 

GCA to Examine 

óVillage Groupsô 

at May Meeting  

Program enables seniors to 

remain in their own homes  
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Community Yard Sale - May 15 (see page 2)  



2 

Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

President 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Vice President 

Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 

Secretary 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

Treasurer 

Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

Neighborhood Contacts 

Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 

Eric Hougen  703-379-3997 

Peter Olivere (Alt.) 703-820-0067 

Civic Federation Delegates 

John Shepherd  703-671-1789 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Tom Jonson 703-379-2531 

Vacant 

Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 

Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 

Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 

Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Village View Editors 

Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 

gcanews@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 

Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 

Glencarlyn Email Updates 

Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 

gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

gc_volunteers@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

Carlin Hall  

5711 S. 4th  St.  

By Pete Olivere, GCA President 

Glencarlyn Community Yard Sale 

Slated for May 15  

As part of our neighborhood's involve-

ment in Arlington's Neighborhood Day, 

the Glencarlyn Citizensô Association will 

organize a neighborhood yard sale on 

Saturday, May 15, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. People can either set up a table or 

two on the Carlin Hall grounds or in their 

own front yards.  

GCA will handle the advertising and post-

ers, and we will provide flyers at Carlin 

Hall and other locations with a map of all 

the individual neighborhood yard sales 

that we know about. The rain date will be 

Sunday, May 16.  

To be included on the yard sale 

flyer , please email Polivere@aol.com 

with the subject, "Yard Sale.ò Include your 

name, phone number and, if it is at your 

house, your address.  

Please note that a much larger number of 

buyers came to Carlin Hall (5711 4th St. 

S.) and the houses located closer to Carlin 

Springs Road than to homes farther back 

in the neighborhood.  So if you live closer 

to the park, you may want to consider 

setting up a table at Carlin Hall.  

Please check the glencarlyn.org website on 

Friday evening, May 14, to see if the rain 

date is necessary. We need volunteers 

to help coordinate this effort. Please  

contact Pete Olivere at 703-626-2520 or 

polivere@aol.com.   

Glencarlyn Day ðJune 4 & 5  

Mark your calendars now for Friday, June 

4, and Saturday, June 5, so you don't miss 

any activities at our annual Glencarlyn 

Day celebration.  

This yearôs festivities will feature two new 

activities. First, the Friday night block 

party will include music by the band 

Quarter Mexican. The band plays a mix of 

fun, popular music from the 1980s 

through today. In addition, on Saturday, 

the St. John's and Iglesia de Cristo Rey 

congregations will sponsor an Interna-

tional Food Fair along with their tradi-

tional hot dog roast on the church 

grounds.     

Below is a preliminary schedule of the 

Glencarlyn Day events. In a few weeks, we 

will distribute a Glencarlyn Day flyer with 

the final information on activities and 

times. We will also keep the current infor-

mation on all events on the glencarlyn.org 

website.   

Friday June 4  

6:15 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Pot Luck Supper   

7:15 p.m. -10:00 p.m. Outdoor Block Party 

featuring the band Quarter Mexican in the 

library parking lot  

Saturday June 5  

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 .am. Pancake Breakfast 

at the 3rd Street Pavilion in park  

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Puppet Show on 

St John's front steps  

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Glencarlyn Library 

Open House  

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Hot Dog Roast and 

International Food Fair at St John's  

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 .a.m. Parade Bike and 

Float decoration  

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Glencarlyn Parade 

with lots of attractions  

12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Pre-School Fun 

Fair at Carlin Hall  

12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Community Gar-

den Tours and Plant sale (behind the li-

brary)  

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Ball -Sellers Open 

House  

(Continued on page 3) 

Upcoming Events 
May 2: Library Community 

 Garden Plant Sale  

May 3: GCA Meeting - Village 

 Groups for Seniors 

May 8: St. Johnôs Spring Tea 

May 15: Community Yard Sale  

June 4 & 5: Glencarlyn Day  

 Celebration 

June 26: St. Johnôs Ice Cream 

 Social 

St. Johnôs to Hold Spring Tea and 

First -Ever Ice Cream Social  

St. John's will be holding its annual  

Traditional Spring Tea on Saturday,  

May 8, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

In addition, St. John's is holding its  

first -ever Ice Cream Social on Saturday, 

June 26, from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 pm.  

For more information on both events: 

http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net/  

http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net/
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Simply Decorating 
òAssisting you with your decorating decisionsó 

Over 30 years experience 
Simply canõt make up your mind about a paint color, 
Simply canõt decide which sofa to purchase, 

Or how to arrange your room? 
Call me for a consultation. 

703 623-7813 
Deborah Charboneau 

Member I.F.D.A. 

Subscribe to Glencarlyn  

Email Updates  

And get information about these and 

other neighborhood happenings quickly.   

To subscribe, send your name and email 

address to gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org. 

GLENCARLYN LIBRARY 

703-228-6548 

www.arlingtonva.us/library  

 

 

 

 

Arlington Reads  
A Conversation with Wendell Barry  

Tuesday, May 4, 7:00 p.m. 
Arlington Central Library Auditorium  

Tales for Tots Drop -in  
Mondays 10:30 a.m.  

Ages 0-2 years 
May 3, 10, 17, and 24 

No Registration is Required  

Stop in for  
Stories, Songs and Crafts  

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Children of all ages and accompanying 

adult  
May 5, 12, 19 and 26 

Library Community Garden  
Flower & Herb Sale  

Sunday, May 2 
 10:00  a.m.ï 3:00 p.m.  

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Glencarlyn Home 

and Garden Tours   

We still need houses and gardens for our 

annual tours. We also need lots of vol-

unteers  to help us run each activity as 

well as set them up. If you can spare just a 

couple of hours, please contact Pete Oliv-

ere at 703-626-2520 or polivere@aol.com.   

Unbagged Dog droppings  

With the warm spring weather, we are 

again hearing complaints from some of 

our neighbors about dog droppings being 

left on or just outside properties. The Ar-

lington County ordinance states: "The 

owner of a dog shall be responsible for the 

removal of the dog's excretion from any 

property other than the dog owner's prop-

erty and between the edges or curbs of 

public streets."   

The fine is up to $100.   

So please be a good neighbor and don't let 

your dogs run free; and please pick up 

after them.  

GCA Elections  

We will elect new GCA officers and dele-

gates for the upcoming year (July 2010-

June 2011) at the May meeting, which is 

our last meeting of the current GCA year. 

A Nominating Committee was elected at 

the April meeting.  That committee will 

present a proposed slate of one person per 

position at the May meeting.  Additional 

nominations for each position can be 

made from the floor.   

Village Notes (Continued from page 2) 

in a house.   

Betty Vertiz, Sue Zajac, and Barbara and 

Peter Olivere met with Ms. Lynch in 

March and identified a number of possible 

efforts that could be adopted over time.  

Examples are: 

ð friendly visiting or periodic checking in 

on a person;   

ð social events for neighborhood seniors, 

such as a pot luck meal;  

ð assisting with some household tasks, 

such as replacing a light bulb in a hard to 

reach spot or helping with shoveling or 

raking leaves;  

ð helping seniors identify services that 

may be of use to them, using the county 

staff as the knowledge resource;   

ð putting together a senior resource shelf 

at the library;    

ð picking up medicine or groceries when 

seniors are having difficulty getting to the 

store;   

ð bringing trash cans to the curb and 

back;   

ð sharing equipment, such as walkers or 

exercise equipment.    

Many of our Glencarlyn seniors would like 

to stay in their houses and defer a move to 

a retirement community or assisted living 

facility for a number of years. So talk to 

your seniorðand almost seniorðfriends 

and urge them to join us at the May meet-

ing.  

If you are interested in helping in this 

process, contact Pete Olivere 

(polivere@aol.com) or Sue Zajac 

(susanzajac@yahoo.com).  

We also will try to get two recent Wash-

ington Post  articles about Village Groups 

on GCAôs glencarlyn.org website. 

GCA May Meeting (Continued from page 1) 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/library
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

Dreams and Adventures  

By David Backus 

A trip that is well 

planned and prop-

erly executed is a 

trip. But a trip that 

is planned in prin-

ciple and impro-

vised along the way 

is an adventure.  

Who we are is formed in many ways. One 

principle way is through our family. Fam-

ily stories that are passed down about 

what happened to our parents and grand-

parents give us a sense of who we are.  

I grew up in the house that my grandfather 

and grandmother had put together from 

two summer cottages in the woods just 

beyond the original design of Glencarlyn. 

Their dream was a house to raise a family.  

They worked from around 1920 to the 

completion in 1926 to make two small 

cottages into a bigger house of about 1,400 

square feet. To do this, they joined the two 

houses with a stairwell and hallway be-

tween the cottages, raised the rear roof of 

one cottage, dug a cellar, and then in-

stalled the only bathroom upstairs in the 

hall between the two houses. 

This was a lot of work, and the entire fam-

ily helped. My dad, Uncle David, and Aunt 

Peggy worked under the direction of my 

grandparents. Soon thereafter Granddad 

died. My grandmother carried on. She 

raised the family by working as a high 

school teacher in Washington, D.C., catch-

ing the trolley to work at Northwestern 

High School in Washington.  

She gave our family many stories and ex-

amples from her life. One of those stories 

was her dream to show her children what 

a wonderful country we live in. One sum-

mer, she packed the family into a model 

ñTò Ford with camping gear and drove to 

the West coast, seeing the country and the 

National Parks. This was before there were 

interstates. The ñTò had perhaps 40 horse-

power, the roads and country were old and 

new, and our nation stretched before 

them. This was my grandmotherôs dream 

gift adventure to her family and genera-

tions to come. 

Grandmother knew where she wanted to 

go; she wanted her children to see this 

magnificent nation and love it as she did. 

With a ñTò you saw each mile at a maxi-

mum speed of 50 miles per hour.  

Family stories are one of the most pre-

cious gifts we give our children. Stories tell 

our children (and ourselves) where we 

came from, what we hold dear and what 

we hope for. As the old song from the  

musical ñSouth Pacificò says, ñYouôve got 

to have a dream to have a dream come 

true.ò 

My grandmotherôs dream became my 

motherôs dream. If Grandmother Backus 

could go across country in a model ñTò 

with her children, then my mother could 

do it too!  The 1962 Worldôs Fair in Seattle, 

Washington, gave us the perfect reason 

and destination. What an adventure it 

was!  

We drove to the fair in a 1958 orange-and-

black Volkswagon Microbus that we had 

purchased in 1960 to haul our puppet 

business (see last monthôs Village View ). 

This spiffy four speed miracle of modern 

transportation came standard with a four 

cylinder, air cooled, 36 horsepower motor 

and a heater that could keep you warm on 

most hot summer days.   

We loaded the car up with my brother 

Alan, Jimmy (a neighbor), Karen (a 

cousin), me, Mom and camping gear. We 

weighed at a weigh station as we left Vir-

ginia and found we were 150 pounds over 

what VW recommended as the maximum 

capacity for the car. None of us wanted to 

get out, so we ignored the extra weight. 

We tried driving at 70 mph, but that re-

quired a good tail wind while going down 

hill. We burned out a cylinder in Ohio and 

were told to keep the speed around 55 

mph. Back to Model ñTò speeds.  

We traded cousins when we reached the 

West coast, Marge for Karen, and Dad 

joined us there as well before we drove up 

to see the Worldôs Fair. 

We camped in state and national camp 

grounds or stayed with old neighbors and 

friends from one side of this glorious 

country to the other. We crawled up the 

Rocky Mountains at ten miles per hour. 

We camped at Zion, Yellowstone, Yosem-

ite, Kings Canyon, Sequoia, Bad Lands, 

Lake Tahoe, Craters of the Moon, Grand 
(Continued on page 7) 

David Backus, Jimmy McGuire, Alan Backus, Billy Backus, Florence Backus 
(standing), and cousin Marge Cleary enjoy a moment outside the Volks-
wagon Microbus that hauled them to the 1962 Worldôs Fair in Seatttle. 
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Gary FitzGibbon 
Serving Northern Virginia for 21 years 

RE/MAX Presidential  

VISIT MY WEB PAGE AT:  http://garyfitzgibbon.com 

EMAIL ME AT:  garyfitzgibbon@aol.com 

GARY FITZGIBBON        RE/MAX PRESIDENTIAL        (703) 876-5347 

 (703) 876-5347 

SOLD IN GLENCARLYN!  

When itôs time to make a move, put your 
home in my hands.  Iôll give you and your 

property the attention you both deserve. 

 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS MY  
SPECIALITY!    CALL ME TODAY! 
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St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

415 S. Lexington St 703-671-6834 

Arlington, VA 22204  http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

We invite you to participate in our 

open and welcoming community of faith 

Worship with us Sundays at 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM 

Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon, receive Holy Communion 

Reflect and pray with us Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM 

Informal candlelight prayer and reflection 

 

Join us for our Spring Tea! ð May 9 1ð3 P.M . 

Scones, sandwiches, scrumptious desserts, fine teas and  

a complimentary glass of champagne 

$20 per person 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:5 

St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 
415 S. Lexington Street 
Arlington, VA 22204  

 

Visit St. Johnôs on the web at  

stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

 

Sunday Holy Eucharist 

8 a.m. Rite I 

10 a.m. Rite II 
 

By J. Anthony Hardenburgh  

More than 20 Glencarlyn kids partici-

pated in the neighborhoodôs annual 

Easter Egg Hunt held April 3 at Carlin 

Hall . The beautiful day allowed the kids 

and their parents to enjoy the festivities 

outdoors. 

Randy and Mike Krug kicked off the day 

with a demonstration of the egg toss. 

They also demonstrated what should not 

occur when Mike decorated his brotherôs 

shirt with egg yoke.  

Fortunately, the kids had much better 

luck with their tosses.  

It was great seeing first and second gen-

eration Glencarlynites playing at Carlin 

Hall.  In addition to the egg toss, there 

was an "egg on a spoon race," egg color-

ing and, of course, the big egg hunt. 

Seeing all the neighborhood kids playing 

together at this yearôs Easter Egg Hunt 

was a reminder of how special Glencarlyn 

is. 

Many thanks to the parents who 

helped set up the tables, monitor the 

games, and clean up. 

   

 

Randy Krug demonstrates an egg toss with his brother, Mike, at the  
annual Glencarlyn Easter Egg Hunt.  Below, Jordan Hardenburgh and 
Alexis Krug try the egg toss with a little less distance and velocity.  

Glencarlyn Kids and 

Parents Finds Treats 

and Fun at Annual 

Easter Egg Hunt  
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