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Carlin Hall  

Real Estate Market 

Trends are Topic of 

May GCA Meeting  

Learn about the latest trends in the  
national and local real estate marketð
including the Glencarlyn neighbor-
hoodðat the May 4 meeting of the  
Glencarlyn Citizensô Association. 

Speaking at the meeting will be  
Glencarlynite Forrest Pafenberg, a  
policy analyst at Federal Housing  
Finance Agency, and local real estate 
agents Gary FitzGibbon and Casey 
OôNeal. Pafenberg will provide a  
national perspective on housing and 
mortgage markets, while FitzGibbon 
and OôNeal will discuss current trends in 
Arlington, including Glencarlyn.  

The real estate market has taken us on a 
white-knuckled roller coaster ride for 
the past year. Is our ride at an end? Is 
this a good time to buy or sell a home? 
Are high-end renovations cost effec-
tive in the current market?  

The program starts promptly at 7:30 
p.m. and will last about 40 minutes. 
Location: Carlin Hall - 5711 4th St. 
South. 

By Kevin Vincent,  
Chairman, Ball -Sellers House 
Committee 

The Ball-Sellers House in  
Glencarlyn is planning a busy 
spring and summer that  
includes living historians,  
period dancers, military re -
enactors and guided tours of 
George Washingtonôs Arlington 
property.  

Located at 5620 S. 3rd St., the 
Ball-Sellers House is  
Arlingtonôsðand Glencar-
lyn'sðmost historic home.  The 
house is open every Saturday 
from 1-4 p.m., April through 
October. Whether this will be your first or 
your fiftieth visit, we  are happy to show 
you around.  

Among the planned events, living histori-
ans will show visitors what life was like in 
the 18th century on certain Saturdays (the 
schedule is still under development).  

For Glencarlyn Day on June 6, we are ten-

tatively planning a demonstration  of 18th-
century dances on the lawn, and we also 
expect to have some re-enactors from the 
First Virginia Regiment of the Continental 
Line.  

In addition, guided hikes of sites associ-
ated with George Washington in Arlington 
that begin at the Ball-Sellers House are 

(Continued on page 8) 

Ball -Sellers House Plans Busy Season  

Community Yard Sale Slated for May 16 

The Glencarlyn Citizensô Association will 
have a neighborhood yard sale on Satur-
day, May 16, from 9 a.m.ð1 p.m. 

People can either set up a table or two 
outside Carlin Hall or on their own front 
yards. GCA will handle the advertising 
and posters, and we will provide flyers at 
Carlin Hall and other locations with a map 
of all of the individual neighborhood yard 
sales that we know about.  

The rain date  will be Sunday, May 17. 
Unfortunately, the Carlin Hall grounds 
will not be available for use on that date, 

and so the yard sales must be held at indi-
vidual homes. Please check the Glencar-
lyn.org site on Friday evening, May 15, to 
see if the rain date is necessary.  

To be included on the yard sale flyer, 
please email Polivere@aol.com with the 
subject ñYard Sale.ò Include your name, 
phone number and, if it is at your house, 
your address. 

 We still need help in planning and coordi-
nating this effort, so call Pete Olivere at 
703-626-2520 or polivere@aol.com. 

The Ball -Sellers House is open every  

Saturday, 1 -4 p.m., April through October.  
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Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

 

President 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Vice President 
Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 
Secretary 
Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 
Treasurer 
Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

 

Neighborhood Contacts 
 
Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 
Peter Olivere 703-820-0067 
Eric Hougen (Alt.) 703-379-3997 
 
Civic Federation Delegates 
John Shepherd  703-671-1789 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Marc Pina 703-824-7554 
Robin Renner 703-931-2889 
Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 
Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 
 
Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 
 
Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
 
Village View Editors 
Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 
gcanews@glencarlyn.org 
 
Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 
Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 
 
Glencarlyn Email Updates 
Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 
gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 
 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

 

Carlin Hall  
5711 S. 4th  St.  

Library Reduced Hours  

By Pete Olivere, GCA President 

After the Village View goes to press but 
before it is delivered to you, the Arlington 
County Board will have made its decision 
on the fiscal year 2010 budget, including 
the proposal to reduce Glencarlyn Library 
hours by 50 percent.  Given the fiscal 
climate, we expect that there will be a 
reduction in hours, but we expect the 
reductions to be less severe than pro-
posed.  

Here is a summary of our efforts  
opposing the proposed cuts to Glencarlyn 
Library.  

1) The April Village View included the 

resolution which we passed at the March 
meeting. We sent copies of the resolution 
to each Board member with a short note 
in mid -March.  

2) Several of us from Glencarlyn met with 
Arlington County Board Chairman Bar-
bara Favola, who told us that she did not 
support that large of a reduction at the 
Glencarlyn Library.  

3) We testified at the March 24 budget 
hearing. We had about a dozen Glencarlyn 
supporters and another 20-plus from the 
other branches standing in support of our 
position.  

4) The Glencarlyn Citizensô Association, 
the Aurora Hills Civic Association and the 
Cherrydale library supporters sent a joint 
letter to the Arlington Gazette, which was 
posted on its website but not published in 
the paper. 

5) We sent a copy of the joint letter to each 
member of the County Board the day of 
the budget work session on the libraries. 
We also sat in to watch the work session.  

That discussion began with the staff ex-
plaining that the 50 percent reduction for 
the three branch libraries would save 
$430,000, not the $31,900 identified in 
the budget. Four board membersð
Chairman Favola, Chris Zimmerman, 
Mary Hynes and Walter Tejadaðwere 
clearly not pleased with the proposed  
reduction. The Board asked for an  
alternative from the library staff.  

Zimmerman said the three library 
branches would not likely be viable if they 
were reduced to just three days, clearly a 
situation that most Board members did 
not want. He added that hours for Central 
Library were not off the table in the alter-
native.  

Hynes suggested that the projected 
$134,000 in higher library fines, not yet 
allocated in the budget, could be used to 
offset some of the reduction.  

Tejada suggested that the county should 
be highlighting the branches as resources 
to increase usage instead of reducing 
them, because they have fewer visits and 
lower circulation.  

The GCA would like to express our thanks 
to everyone who provided support during 
this process, whether it was attending the 
budget hearing, setting up or attending 
the meeting with Chairman Favola,  
writing the County Board or providing key 
points for inclusion in the March  
resolution.  

Kenmore Field Parking Issues  

In the March Village View, we described 
the meeting of several residents of the 
5900 block of 2nd Street South with staff 
from the County Managerôs Office and 
representatives of both the Sports and 
Facilities staffs of Parks, Recreation & 
Cultural Resources (PRCR).  

On March 20, we received a response 

(Continued on page 3) 

Glencarlyn Day is so fabulous that it 
canôt be contained in just one day.  Mark 
your calendars for June 5 and June 6. 

We still need additional houses and  
gardens for our annual tours. We also 
need lots of volunteers to help us run 
each activity as well as setting them up.  

If you can even spare a couple of hours, 
please contact Pete Olivere at 703-626-
2520 or polivere@aol.com.  

These are the approximate times for the 
Glencarlyn Day events. As the time ap-
proaches, we will distribute a Glencarlyn 
Day flyer with the final information on 
activities and times. 

Friday June 5    

6:30 - 8:00  Pot Luck Supper 
7:00-10:00 Outdoor Block Party  
   Dance  

Saturday June 6   

8:00 - 10:00 Pancake Breakfast 3rd 
   St. Pavilion in park  

10:00- 5:00 Library Open House 

11:00 - 11:30 Costume (kids and 
   pets) and bike decora 
   tion contests  

11:30 - 12:00 Glencarlyn Parade with 
   lots of attractions  

12:00 - 4:00  Pre-School Fun Fair at 
   Carlin Hall  

   Community Garden  
   Tours and Plant sale  
   (behind the library)  

1:00 - 4:00  Ball Sellers Open House  

2:00 - 4:00  Glencarlyn Home and 
   Garden Tours 

Set Your Calendar for Glencarlyn Day   
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GLENCARLYN LIBRARY 

703-228-6548 

www.arlingtonva.us/library  

 

 

 

 

FAMILY STORYTIME  

Wednesday Nights At 6:30 p.m. 

Stories-Songs-Crafts 

All Ages Welcomed 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY IS AN  

ESSENTIAL COMMUNITY  

RESOURCE  

U.S. libraries continue to experience a 

dramatic increase in library card regis-

tration. Smaller libraries more than hold 

their own in terms of usage, according to 

the public library data service. 

MARK YOUR CALENDER  

Glencarlyn Library Community Garden 

Flower & Herb Sale 

 Sunday, May 3, 10 a.m. ï 3 p.m. 

Come Early For the Best Selections 

 HAPPY SPRING  

Nature Center  

Wanted: Handy -Person  

Handy person needed for  

occasional around-the-home  

jobs. Pay based on experience 

(at least $15/hour).  

Respond to:  

swopes123@aol.com  

or 703 -671-5046.  Thanks  

Building a óMonarch 
Way Stationô 

By Alonso Abugattas 

Monarch butterflies used to rule over a 
vast domain. Nowadays, they face many 
threats, including habitat destruction, 
both here and at their wintering grounds.  

But one way people are helping monarchs 
is by building Monarch Way Stations, an 
idea developed by the conservation group, 
Monarch Watch. The sole food for mon-
arch caterpillars are milkweeds (Asclepias 
spp). Because the caterpillars can feed on 
nothing else, this is one ñweedò that needs 
to be conserved and indeed encouraged. 

To help monarchs survive, individuals and 
communities can create Monarch Way 
Stations by planting both larval food 
sources (milkweeds) for the young and 
nectar sources for the adults. This can 
offset the loss of habitat and enable real 
conservation gains. 

What do you need to make your own posi-
tive impact for monarchs? In addition to 
restricting pesticide use, why not plant a 
garden specifically for monarchs and get it 
certified as a Monarch Way Station? It is 
not as difficult as you might think.  

First, make sure you have a good location. 
Because butterflies are ñcold blooded,ò an 
area that receives six or more hours of sun 
is better than a shady area. Many of the 
blooms that adult monarchs prefer are 

also sun-loving. In addition, you should 
try to group your plants together and plan 
for flowers that will bloom throughout the 
season.  This will enable butterflies to see 
the masses of blooms and will provide 
more nectar sources. 

The following is a list of native milkweeds 
to plant in your garden to attract and help 
the monarchs: 

Common Milkweed (A. syriaca)  does 
well in garden soil, but may spread by 
stolons or ñrunnersò and is the only milk-
weed to do so. 

Swamp Milkweed (A. incarnata),  
despite its name, does fine in regular gar-
den soil and clay soils. 

Purple Milkweed (A. purpurascens)  
or Red Milkweed (A. rubra)  also does well 
in clay soils. 

Whorled or Horsetail Milkweed (A. 
verticellata)  does well in garden soil and 
tends to stay short. 

White or Redring Milkweed (A. varie-
gata) is also easy to grow, but much 
harder to find.  

Butterflyweed (A. tuberosa)  works for 
hot and dry conditions. However, it is the 
least favored by monarch caterpillars be-
cause it has very little toxin. But other 
butterflies and adult monarchs love it as a 
nectar source. 

from Robin Leonard of PRCR listing six things being done to 
reduce the parking problem. These include: 1) placing signs 
along 2nd Street requesting field users to use the school parking 
lots; 2) marking with paint the auxiliary/overflow parking on the 
south side of the fields, 3) putting up more signs for overflow 
parking, 4) having Kenmore and PRCR work to prevent large 
events from occurring simultaneously; 5) sending emails to 

teams practicing on the field reminding them to park in the 
school lots; and 6) having an Arlington Youth Soccer volunteer 
direct people to the school lots during the first few Saturdays.  

GCA Annual Elections  

The annual election of GCA officers will be held at the May GCA 
meeting on May 4.  

Village Notes (Continued from page 2) 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/library
mailto:swopes123@aol.com
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

By David Backus 

We were working 
on the stream 
cleanup in March 
when I noticed a 

cement wall di-
rectly across the 
stream about one 
hundred feet upstream from the old rail-
road bridge (now a bike bridge) near the 
3rd Street pavilion in Glencarlyn Park.  

This was new to me. When I grew up, the 
stream took the long way around this area 
instead of the cut through that it now uses. 
How did a cement wall end up across the 
stream? Who would put such a thing in 
and to what purpose?  

I knew it had to be very old because it was 
only unearthed in the last few years when 
the stream cut a new channel, and the  
cement has all the quality of very old 
workmanship.  

Before there was electricity, we used water 
and wind power to grind wheat and corn 
into flour or corn meal. The use of grist-
mills goes back before Roman times. We 
use a similar process for milling today, but 
we use other means of power and drive flat 

steel wheels instead of stones to do the 

grinding.  

These early gristmills would, for a price 
(usually a portion of the grain ï called ñthe 
millerôs tollò ), take the grain and put it 
through a grinding operation, which con-

sisted of two circular mill stones set very 
close to each other. These water driven 
stones, slowly rotating, crushed the grain 
between them. The flour and corn meal 
produced were course by todayôs stan-
dards. But there was a great deal more 
fiber in it!  

This cement wall in the stream turns out 
to be the last remnants of John Ballôs Mill 
(built opposite the mouth of Lubber Run 
Stream, which enters a short distance up-
stream of this wall). When John Ball died 
in 1766, he mentions his mill and, accord-

ing to Arlington Heritage, the millstone on 
the property of John Ballôs house (now the 
Ball-Sellers House) is one of the last re-
maining indications of the mill.  

Thus, this yearôs stream cleanup campaign 
uncovered another ñlast remaining indica-
tion of the old  gristmill.ò  

There were other mills in the area that 
took advantage of the water power of our 
streams. Another mill my mother used to 

tell us about was ñthe old mill damò lo-

cated seventy-five feet below the bike path 
crossing at the Barcroft apartments.  

At this point in the stream, there is a natu-
ral drop off over rocks that have holes 
bored into them. (Could it be from the old 
mill?) On the far side of this drop -off is a 
natural deep pool of water that we would 

sometimes swim in during the summer. 
My mother told us the old mill stone we 
have in our front yard was originally from 
this mill. The mill stone and its story, were 
left to us by my great aunts.  

The last gristmill  was the one at Columbia 
Pike and Four Mile Run. This gristmill was 
built in 1836 on land bequeathed to 
George Washington Parke Custis by 
George Washington. The mill was subse-
quently passed on to Mr. Custisô grandson, 
Custis Lee. This mill was destroyed during 
the Civil War.  

What about George Washington? Did he 

have a gristmill? Funny you should ask. 
There is an operating gristmill located 
three miles from Mount Vernon (5513 Mt. 
Vernon Hwy. 703-780-3383, http://
www.mountvernon.org/learn/
explore_mv/index.cfm/ss/32/).  

This is George Washingtonôs gristmill and 
distillery. And yes, he made whiskey, 
which was sold (as was his flour and corn 
meal) up and down the East Coast.  

Today, this mill  is run by the Mt. Vernon 
Ladies Association. They operate the mill 
every day of the week from April through 

October. You can buy flour there and é oh 
yes é you can make arrangements to get 
some of the whiskey there too. They sell 
combination tickets to the gristmill and 
Mt. Vernon estate at Mt. Vernon. Call be-
fore you go. Itôs worth the short trip.  

We do live in an historic area that has 
been touched by our great leaders and 
founders. George Washingtonôs survey 
marker is across from the dog park. There 
are many innovations that have long since 
almost disappeared (like the mills), not to 
mention the Civil War (or óthe War Be-

tween the Statesô).  

When planting a bush in our front yard, I 
dug up an old ô56 caliber Civil War bullet. 
This slug is HUGE. If you were hit by a  
slug that size ANYWHERE, you were in 
serious trouble!  

The cement wall in the stream is another 
reminder that we live in the present in the 
midst of a historically rich past.  

Uncovering Glencarlynôs Gristmills 

This gristmill, located at Columbia Pike and Four Mile Run, was  

built in 1836 on land once own by George Washington. The mill was 

destroyed during the Civil War.  
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Gary FitzGibbon 

 

Serving Northern Virginia for 22 Years 
 

 RE/MAX Presidential  

VISIT MY WEB PAGE AT:  http://garyfitzgibbon.com 

EMAIL ME AT:  garyfitzgibbon@aol.com 

Who Do You Know That Should Buy A Home Right Now? 

Important Highlights of the $8,000 First Time Home Buyer Credit of 2009: 

The credit is available to first time homebuyers who purchase a home before 12/1/09. 
The tax credit represents 10 percent of the purchase price of a home up to a maximum of $8,000 or 
$4,000 for married taxpayers filing separate returns. 
The $7,500 credit that was authorized under earlier legislation last year was actually a 15-year loan; 
the new tax credit does not have to be repaid by the homeowner under ordinary circumstances. 
The credit does have to be repaid if the homeowner sells the home in less than 36 months or if the 
home ceases to be his principal residence during that time. 
For the purpose of this credit, a first time homeowner is defined as one who has not owned a 
home for the 36 months ending on the date of purchase. 
The credit is available to taxpayers with adjusted gross incomes up to $75,000 or  $150,000 for mar-
ried taxpayers filing jointly.  Above those income levels the credit is phased out gradually. 
Homeowners who purchased a house between April 8 and December 31, 2008 are not eligible for the 
new credit. They are covered by the earlier legislation & can claim the $7,500 repayable credit. 

For Help with Buying or Selling Real Estate, call me at 703-876-5347! 
*Reprinted from 800 Info Home Line.  Forms & instructions are available at www.irs.gov.  The form number is 5405. 

http://www.irs.gov/
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PIANO ON THE RUN
For people on the run living on or near

Four Mile Run, Arlington, VA

Piano on the Run runs to your home for piano lessons.
Itôs never too early*! Itôs never too late!

Ideal for home schooling!
Beginning voice taught, too. Learn to play from your 

heart and soul and not from a computer!
Discounts available with 12 lesson packet.

Contact us: thedanceoflife@verizon.net. 
Please include your telephone number/s.

Founder/Teacher, Ruthann Pippenger, B.A., M.A.  Ball State University, Life 

Coach, accompanied Ball State University Concert Choir and Chorus, holds 

music license in Indiana. Studied in a line dating to Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky in 

Russia, collegiate piano professor was Mildred Milford, Julliardgraduate.

* Reading readiness is a must. 

PIANO ON THE RUN
For people on the run living on or near

Four Mile Run, Arlington, VA

Piano on the Run runs to your home for piano lessons.
Itôs never too early*! Itôs never too late!

Ideal for home schooling!
Beginning voice taught, too. Learn to play from your 

heart and soul and not from a computer!
Discounts available with 12 lesson packet.

Contact us: thedanceoflife@verizon.net. 
Please include your telephone number/s.

Founder/Teacher, Ruthann Pippenger, B.A., M.A.  Ball State University, Life 

Coach, accompanied Ball State University Concert Choir and Chorus, holds 

music license in Indiana. Studied in a line dating to Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky in 

Russia, collegiate piano professor was Mildred Milford, Julliardgraduate.

* Reading readiness is a must. 

                             St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

415 S. Lexington St 703-671-6834 

Arlington, VA 22204  http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

We invite you to participate in our 

open and welcoming community of faith 

Worship with us Sundays at 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM 

Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon, receive Holy Communion 

Reflect and pray with us Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM 

Informal candlelight prayer and reflection 

 

Join us for our Spring Tea! ð May 9, 1-3 P.M . 

Scones, sandwiches, scrumptious desserts, fine teas and  

a complimentary glass of champagne 

$20 per person 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:5 
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Arlington, VA 22204  http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 
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Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon, receive Holy Communion 
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Join us for our Spring Tea! ð May 9 1ð3 P.M . 
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$20 per person 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:5 
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Get the Right Home Warranty 
The 13 Seer Rule, which defines the en-

ergy efficiency standard for central air 

conditioning systems, has been in force 

since 1/2006.  The impact of this has 

eliminated the manufacturing of equip-

ment or parts for any AC system built or 

installed prior to 1/2006. 
For an average cost of $400 a buyer can 

obtain coverage for older systems.  War-

ranty companies do vary on what they will 

insure.  Buyers can negotiate a home war-

ranty or a Seller can offer a warranty and 

in some application s will be covered un-

der the policy while their home is on the 

market. 
Often a buyer will find that after taking 

ownership and needing to implement their 

warranty, it will not cover their older sys-

tem, and they could encounter a $5,000 to 

$6,000 expense or more.  A good insur-

ance plan would be for the owner to renew 

their warranty up to five years.  This 

would depend on the system age and if the 

owner can afford it.  The average life of a 

system is 12 to 15 years, although with 

regular service that figure could double. 

The recent federal stimulus package cre-

ates advantages right now.  Tax credits are 

obtainable at 30% of the cost, up to $1,500 

in 2009 and 2010 for existing homes for 

energy efficient HVAC systems and non 

solar hot water heaters.  No-cap tax credits 

at 30% of the cost are available through 

2016 (for existing homes and new con-

struction) for geothermal heat pumps, solar 

panels and solar water heaters. For a listing 

of credits available under the stimulus 

package, visit energystar.gov. 
  

Buyers: Itôs a great time to buy! 

* An $8000 maximum tax credit for first-

time homebuyers buying homes as their 

primary residence between January 1 and 

December 1, 2009. 
*FHA (3.5% down payment) to $729,750 

*VA loans100% up $812,500 
  
  Get into the housing market today.  

Visit www.NovaNewHome.com 

Looking for Bank owned homes?  

For a FREE list of Bank owned homes.  
Call 1-800 -895 -1307 ID # 8042 or visit  

www.NovaBargainHouses.com 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 T

ra
c
y
 H

e
m

e
l

 

 
Casey O'Neal  

Associate Broker 
703-824-4196 

RE/MAX Allegiance 

www.caseyoneal.com

FREE Notary  
Service for Penrose 

Residents!  

Buy Any One of Our 
Listings or Any Home 

through Our Team 
and if YOU Are Not 
Satisfied within 18 
Months, Weôll Buy it 

Back or Sell it           
for Free!      

www.buybackorfree.com 

Glencarylnôs Easter Egg Hunt Brings Out the Smiles 

Sam Hemel,  16 months, shows  his Easter basket while Catherine Dulley (left) and Teri Hardenburgh show their 

Easter spirit at the Glencarlyn Easter Egg Hunt held April 11 at Carlin Hall.   
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http://www.NovaNewHome.com
http://www.NovaBargainHouses.com
http://www.caseyoneal.com/
http://www.buybackorfree.com



