
  

The  
 Village  
  View  

 

Next  

GCA 

Meeting:  

Monday  

March  2nd  

7:30 p.m.  

Carlin Hall  

Newsletter of the Glencarlyn Citizensõ Association since October 1952         MARCH 2009 

Inside this Issue 
County offers free trees éééééé.. 2 

 

Glencarlyn to host East Egg Hunt éé. 2 

 

Nature Center battles aliens ééé..é. 3 

 

GCA Presidentôs Message ...ééé..é. 4 

 

Kenmore honored by U.S. soldiers é.... 6 

Carlin Hall  

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 G

e
ra

ld
 M

a
rt

in
e

a
u 

GCA will host hot dog and  
marshmallow roast after annual 
Four Mile Run Cleanup  

The Glencarlyn community will be partici-
pating in the Annual Four Mile Run Wa-
tershed Cleanup on Saturday, March 14, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon . This is 
a great event for all Glencarlyn residents, 
including families with young children, to 
help our park.  

Our area for clean-up starts from under 
the Arlington Boulevard bridge and goes 
south to the small bridge between the 
parking lot and the dog park. There will be 

trash bags and plastic gloves available for 
volunteers by the 3rd Street picnic pavil-
ion. Volunteers should probably wear a 
long sleeve shirt and pants, and bring 
work gloves if they have them. 

After we complete the cleanup, we will 
have a hot dog and marshmallow roast at 
the 3rd Street picnic pavilion. Please give 
us a call or email, so we can plan for the 
number of workers and the number of 
persons we will need to feed. 

We also need a couple of people who can 
help with the food.  Contact Pete Olivere 
at 703-626-2520 or polivere@aol.com. 

Arlington Budget 

Director to Speak 

at GCA Meeting 
County faces difficult task  
balancing the budget  

Richard Stephenson, Arlingtonôs Budget 
Director, will discuss the proposed  
Arlington County budget for fiscal year 
2010 at the March 2 meeting of the  
Glencarlyn Citizensô Association. 

Arlington County officials last month 
projected a budget deficit of $35 million 
in 2010, if the county maintains current 
services and tax rates. 

After a number of years that saw sub-
stantial increases in the total assess-
ments for residential and commercial 
properties, which permitted growth in 
services and reductions in tax rates, the 
County Board must decide whether to 
reduce services, increase the tax rate or 
both. 

The program starts promptly at 7:30 
p.m. and will last about 40 minutes, in-
cluding questions. The meeting will be 
held at Carlin Hall (5711 4th St. South). 

Join Glencarlyn for óStream Makeoverô 

Mark your calendars for Glencarlyn Day 

on Friday and Saturday, June 5 and 6.  

Four Mile Runôs sparkling beauty is marred by a discarded plastic bottle in 

Glencarlyn Park.  A community cleanup project is planned for March 14.  
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Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

 

President 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Vice President 
Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 
Secretary 
Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 
Treasurer 
Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

 

Neighborhood Contacts 
 
Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 
Peter Olivere 703-820-0067 
Eric Hougen (Alt.) 703-379-3997 
 
Civic Federation Delegates 
John Shepherd  703-671-1789 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Marc Pina 703-824-7554 
Robin Renner 703-931-2889 
Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 
Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 
 
Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 
 
Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
 
Village View Editors 
Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 
gcanews@glencarlyn.org 
 
Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 
Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 
 
Glencarlyn Email Updates 
Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 
gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 
 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

 

Carlin Hall  
5711 S. 4th  St.  

Free Trees Available to Glencarlyn  
Homeowners and Residents  

Arlington Countyôs Department of Parks 
Recreation and Cultural Resources, Parks 
and Natural Resources Division, is offer-
ing 1,200 trees to be distributed to home-
owners through Arlington Countyôs civic 
associations for Neighborhood Day in 
May.  

Glencarlyn residents interested in receiv-
ing a free sapling for their property 
should contact Paul Nuhn, Master Gar-
dener and Community Garden Co-Chair. 

As in previous years, Arlington is offering 
two types of tree species. This year the 
large canopy tree is the Bur Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa), often spelled Burr Oak and 

sometimes call Mossycup Oak.  

The Bur Oak is a large, deciduous tree, 
somewhat columnar in youth but develops 
into a broad crown with age. It is a slow 
grower, one foot per year when young, but 

can reach 70-feet to 80-feet tall.  

This tree produces a large acorn and its 
fall foliage is a yellowish-brown.  It also is 
drought resistant and is a great specimen 
tree if you have open space for it. 

The smaller tree is the American Filbert 
(Corylus Americana). This is a fast grow-
ing, multi -stemmed deciduous shrub with 
a leggy, wide-spreading form. It grows to 
8-feet to 15-feet tall with a spread that is 
slightly greater than the height.  

In the early spring, the American Filbert 
has yellowish brown male catkins that are 
1.5 inches to 3 inches" long (see photo 
above). It produces edible filberts (hazel 
nuts), which mature in September, and 
finishes with a copper-red foliage.  

This tree prefers well-drained, loamy soil 
and can handle full sun to partial shade. 

The trees will be provided in one gallon 
containers. Their height likely will range 
between three feet and four feet when 
delivered.  

Instructions for planting, general care and 

maintenance will be provided with each 
tree. The county hopes to follow up in a 
year to assess survivability rates. 

If you would like to receive one of these 
trees, contact Paul at 703-379-9619 or 
drop a note at his house at 5713 First St. 
South with your name, phone number, 
address and tree preference.  

Notify Paul no later than April 25. Quanti-
ties are limited. Trees will allocated on a 
first come, first served basis. They will be 
available at Paulôs residence in early May. 

Community Yard Sale  

We are planning to have a Glencarlyn-
wide Yard Sale, probably on Saturday, 
May 16 (between Mothersô Day and Me-
morial Day weekends). 

Our current plan is to allow people to set 
up a table or two outside of Carlin Hall or 
just set up on their own front yards. We 
also are considering having a flyer avail-
able at Carlin Hall listing all of the ad-
dresses where individual yard sales are 
being held.  

We need some help in planning and coor-
dinating this effort.  Please contact Pete 
Olivere at 703-626-2520 or poliv-
ere@aol.com 

Kenmore Field Parking Issues  

Several residents of the 5900 block of 2nd 
Street South met with county officials to 
discuss problems caused when large num-
bers of cars park on both sides of the 
street during sports events at Kenmore 
fields. 

Residents are frequently unable to find 
street parking near their houses.  

Representing the county were Terri Lynch 
of the County Managerôs Office and repre-
sentatives from both the Sports and Facili-
ties staffs of Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Resources.  

A number of suggestions were discussed, 

(Continued on page 10) 

Catkins of the American Filbert, one 

of two trees offered by the county.  

Easter Bunny to Join Glencarlyn Egg Hunt  

Glencarlyn is in the egg business againðEaster Eggs, that is. 

Glencarlyn will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt for the kids, tentatively planned for 
Saturday, April 11, at 11 a.m. at Carlin Hall.  This yearôs event will include an 
egg hunt for the kids, an egg-in-a-spoon race for kids and adults, and egg decorating. 

Please join us, but beware. The Easter Bunny may be making an appearance. 

We will have more details in next monthôs newsletter. For more information or to 
volunteer your help, contact GCA Vice President Anthony Hardenburgh at 703-629-
4180. 
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GLENCARLYN LIBRARY  
703-228-6548 

FAMILY STORYTIME  

Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. 

Stories-Song-Crafts 

All ages welcomed  

ARLINGTON READS  

ñThe Nine: Insides the Secret World of the Supreme Court,ò  

By Jeffrey Toobin 

Copies at all library branches.  

GET TAX FORMS AND FREE TAX HELP  

For more information: www.arlingtonva.us/library  

DID YOU KNOW?   

When you contribute $25 or more to the Arlington County 

Library, your name or the name of a person you choose to 

honor will be printed on a bookplate and placed in a new 

book that will circulate throughout the library systems.  

Get your Friends of the Library forms at all branches.  

Nature Center  

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 G

e
ra

ld
 M

a
rt

in
e

a
u 

Alien Invaders  

 By Matt Neff  

Believe it or not, many Arlington citizens 

have alien invaders in their own yards!  

We arenôt talking about extra terrestrials. 

We are talking about invasive plants.   

Invasive plants are those that come from 

another environment. And when out of 

their natural range, they have the potential 

to out-compete native species of plants.  

When invasive plants are in their natural 

range, they have predators and other plant 

species to compete with that keep them in 

check. But when those factors are absent, 

invasive plants can have devastating ef-

fects in their new landscapes.  

Many people arenôt aware that some of the 

plants they are purchasing at their local 

nursery have the potential to be highly 

invasive. A big perpetrator is English ivy.  

English ivy can grow fast and spread over 

vast areas. When it starts to climb a tree, it 

can produce berries with seeds inside that 

are eaten by birds. In turn, those seeds can 

be deposited miles away when they come 

out the other end.  

There are many invasive species of plants 

that can be found in Arlington, such as 

English ivy, kudzu, tree-of-heaven or ai-

lanthus, porcelain berry, Japanese honey-

suckle, mile-a-minute, multiflora rose, and 

burning bushð and these are only SOME 

of the highly invasive plants.   

 

If you want to learn what plants are safe to 

place in your garden or native alternatives 

to the invasive species, you are always wel-

come to call the Arlington County nature 

centers or the Virginia Cooperative Exten-

sion.  

In addition, from 2 -5 p.m. on the third 

Sunday of every month, starting this 

March, there will be invasive pulls at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Adults and chil-

dren above the age of nine are welcome. 

During these invasive pulls, you will learn 

what some of these troublesome plant-

beasts look like and you can help rescue 

the park from these invaders.  

For further information, call 703 -228-

6535. The program is free of charge and 

registration is required.  

Look both ways! These Glencarlyn residents were seen 

strolling through the neighborhood early Sunday morning 

last month. Village View  photographer Gerald Martineau 

snapped their photo before they trotted down 4th Street and 

into the park.  

No word on whether they paid their GCA dues during their 

visit.  

Seeking: Handy -Person  

Handy person needed for  

occasional around-the-home  

jobs. Pay based on experience 

(at least $15/hour).  

Respond to:  

swopes123@aol.com  

or 703 -671-5046.  Thanks  

http://www.arlingtonva.us/library
mailto:swopes123@aol.com
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Presidentõs Message 

Subscribe to Glencarlyn Email Updates  

If you are on the Glencarlyn email updates, you will  

get information about these and other neighborhood 

happenings quickly.   

To subscribe, send your name and email address to 

gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org. 

Meet Your Neighbors at the 

Glencarlyn Community Online Forum. 

Join Discussion Groups; Get Community 

Updates; Learn about Community Events. 

Register at www.glencarlyn.org/smf/index.php 

By Pete Olivere 

Home Repair Presentation  

The February meeting was very interesting 
in a number of ways. Iôd like to thank our 
neighbor Robin Renner for the presenta-
tion on the Free Home Repair program.  

As mentioned at the meeting, if you or 
someone you know lives on a modest in-
come in their own home and needs some 
work to improve the homeôs safety, 
warmth or security, please contact Robin 
at RPJ Housing at 703-528-5606, ext 11.  

This program is supported by private do-
nations and Arlington County funding. It 
gives back to those in the community who 
have worked hard and supported others 
but now need a little help themselves.  

Those interested in volunteering to sup-
port either the handyman or major reno-

vation program should also call Robin. 

Free Trees  

Iôd like to thank Paul Nuhn for taking on 
coordinating the County Free Tree give-
away program again this year (see article 
on page 2). This is an opportunity to en-
hance the tree canopy of Glencarlyn and 
replace older trees that have died or been 
damaged by storms. 

Neighborhood -wide Activities  

At the end of the meeting, we exchanged 
ideas about what the GCA could do to in-
crease the opportunities for neighborhood 
activities. Some activities are already un-
derway, such as the Hot Dog and Marsh-
mallow Roast during the Four Mile Run 
clean-up; an Easter Egg Hunt in April; a 
possible ice cream social when it gets 
warmer; and holding informal potluck 
suppers at Carlin Hall.  

Those attending also suggested other pos-
sible activities, such as a Glencarlyn Yard 
Sale, which we are planning for May. 

Other suggestions were: a singles party for 
neighbors over 55 years old; a National 
Night Out Block Barbecue party (Tuesday 
Aug 4); movie night for kids at Carlin Hall; 
and creating ways for neighbors to find 
common interests, such as playing music, 
discussing books, playing bridge or some-
thing else.    

Before we embark on these activities, we 
need to know how interested neighbors 
are in them. So please send your thoughts 
to Pete Olivere at 703-626-2520 or poliv-
ere@aol.com.   

If you are interested in helping organize 
any of these events, please add that infor-
mation.  

 

Home slated to be ready for 
tour on Glencarlyn Day  

By the Krug Family  

Our home, the King-Hilder house on 5501 
3rd St S., was severely damaged during the 
storm of June 5, 2008, when one of the 
largest and oldest oak trees in Arlington 
snapped and crushed the roof and third 
floor of our home.  

The structure and water damage to this 
wonderful historical home was enormous. 
Our insurance company declared the 
house uninhabitable but repairable.  

After a few months, Paul Davis Restora-
tion obtained architect drawings, me-
chanical designs and the requisite build-
ing permits.  Those tasks have been ac-
complished and work is well underway. 

The entire third floor was removed and 
replaced in a manner that retained the 
original shape of the house.  This was ac-
complished by an ingenious use of the 
original 1891 timbers and modern materi-
als like multi -laminate beams. This al-

lowed the contractor to improve the inte-
rior dimensions while ensuring the origi-
nal exterior dimensions and design. 

Electrical and plumbing work is still ongo-
ing.  After Arlington County building in-
spectors approve the work, the next phase 
of the restoration project can begin.  It will 
then be time for insulation and drywall 
specialists to begin their work. Originally, 
the house had all plaster walls. It was too 
costly to replace these plastered walls, so 
we decided to use sheet rock on all new 
surfaces. All of the third and most of the 
second floor walls had to have the plaster 
removed due to the impact and shock of 
the tree crushing the home. 

The house will have modern constructions 
and be compliant with current building 
codes but will still have that historic exte-
rior design that we fell in love with. A 
positive aspect of this challenging project 
was putting new insulation in walls where 
none existed before. It also means the 
house will have more outlets with a larger 
capacity for electrical service. 

Should all go well and the stars stay 

Reconstruction nears completion 

on the King -Hilder House, which 

was damaged by June 2008 storm.  

Slow but Steady Progress on the King -Hilder House  
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aligned, we hope to move back in by the 
end of March. 

Our plan is to have the house open for a 
tour on Glencarlyn Day. 
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

By David Backus 

 

Yes, Glencarlyn was more than a ñone 

horseò town.  

Glencarlyn became a development when 

horse power was reflected in the number 

of hoofed feet on the ground, not the num-

ber of cubic feet in the car. If you wanted 

to go somewhere, you used your feet or a 

horse or the trolley at the bottom of the 

hill at the north end of Jefferson Street.  

I wasnôt around then, but Glencarlyn and 

the Lee Mansion were two areas people 

went to in order to escape the heat and 

smell of Washington in the summer in the 

late 1800ôs.  

Horses are glorious animalsðbut they do 

have side issues. Anyone who has cleaned 

a stable (which I have) knows this for a 

fact.  

The advent of the motor car, regardless of 

the consequences of air pollution, has had 

a miraculous effect on our society. Remov-

ing  horses from our everyday lives has 

also improved the aroma of Washington 

and our village.  

Horses. The first one in many years in our 

neighborhood lived on the east side of the 

Burdett house across from the Ball-Sellers 

House. The horseôs name was Rosie and 

she was a pony. Her job had three parts:  

1) Keep the grass ñmowedò on the east side 

of the house. She worked eight to ten 

hours a day doing this.  

2) Keep the same grass properly fertilized, 

which she did her best to do at the same 

time she was ñmowing.ò 

3)Be a source of entertainment and enjoy-

ment to the neighborhood.  

Rosie was a good-natured pony and would 

come to the fence to be fed by young and 

old alike. She could nip fingers if the pro-

vider of long blades of grass wasnôt careful, 

but it was not intentional.  

Her other ñduties as assignedò did not 

include any horseback riding or other 

strenuous chores. Rosieôs life was one of 

leisure, being a part of a bygone era and a 

source of pride to our neighborhood.  

(Continued on page 9) 

This idyllic scene of a young girl feeding the pony Rosie was painted by Florence Backus, the authorôs mother. In 

the background are the Ball -Sellers House and Burdett home, both still standing on 3rd Street South.  

The Horses of Glencarlyn  



6 

The appearance of advertising in the Village View does not imply endorsement or approval by the GCA 

of any advertising claims or of the advertiser, its product, or services. 

 

News From Our Schools  

Kenmore Studentsô Project 
Aids U.S. Soldiers  

By Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus  
Coordinator  

Kenmore Middle School on Feb. 9  re-
ceived an American flag flown in Iraq as a 
thank-you to students for their work on 
behalf of American soldiers serving in the 
country. U.S. Army Corporal Molly Klote  
presented Kenmore with the flag. 

The work for U.S. soldiers began in the fall 
of 2007 by students in Beverly Coyleôs 
Family and Consumer Science ñTaking 
Chargeò class. Ms. Coyleôs students ex-
plored the Pillars of Character, and were 
encouraged to take responsibility for their 
thinking, feelings, speech and actions, and 
to transform themselves into community 
leaders. 

Building on the Pillars of Character, each 
student designed a Pillow of Character. 
Former Kenmore student Rina Castineda 
designed ñThe Soldier Pillow,ò depicting 
citizenship and honoring the soldiers serv-
ing in Iraq. The design was selected by the 
class to be mass produced, and the stu-
dents embarked ñOn a Missionò to serve.   

The student-made pillows were sold at 
various school events for $20.00 each.   

The purchaser received a tax write-off, the 
pillow went to a wounded soldier at Walter 
Reed Hospital, and the money was sent to 
the Feed the Children Organization. In a 
few cases, the pillows were purchased and 
sent directly to a soldier.  

As the project grew, members of Ms. 
Coyle's Family Consumer Community 
Leadership Association (FCCLA) assisted 
with the production efforts. Grace Green-
wood, an active FCCLA member, had a 
family friend serving as a doctor in Iraq 

and Kuwait.  Through Grace and her fam-
ily, a number of pillows were sent to Dr. 
Klote serving in Iraq and Kuwait. Through 
Dr. Klote, the pillows were distributed to 
Americans stationed in Iraq and Kuwait.  

One of the soldiers who received a pillow 
was former Kenmore student and Iraq 
War veteran, U.S. Marine Lance Corporal 
Ronny J. Torres. After receiving the pil-
low, Torres wrote to Kenmore students, 
saying, ñWhen I received my pillow, I felt 
very proud to know that a lot of nice peo-
ple from my hometown were doing so 
much for American troops.ò 

Before moving on to high school at the 
beginning of this school year, Rina 
Castineda passed the soldier pillow project 
on to students in the FCCLA. Pillows may 
be ordered and bought through Ms. Coyle 
at Kenmore Middle School. 

Carlin Springs Elementary 
Has Visit from Congress  

By Anne Vor der Bruegge, Carlin Springs 
Community School Coordinator  

Members of the House Committee on 
Education visited Carlin Springs Elemen-

(Continued on page 10) 

Kenmore faculty and students receive an American flag from U.S. Army 
Corporal Molly Klote as a thank -you for the Soldier Pillows they created for 
U.S. soldiers serving in Iraq.  
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Gary FitzGibbon 
 

Serving Northern Virginia for 21 Years  
 

 RE/MAX Presidential  

 (703) 876 -5347  

VISIT MY WEB PAGE AT:  http://garyfitzgibbon.com  
 

EMAIL ME AT:  garyfitzgibbon@aol.com  

GARY FITZGIBBON        RE/MAX PRESIDENTIAL        (703) 876 -5347 

My business is based on referrals, which is why providing  
excellent customer service is of the utmost importance to me.  
If youôre thinking of making a move and want an experienced 

agent you can trust, please call me!   

ñGary and his team were just the best.  Anything we needed or asked was taken care 
of right away!  Gary was more than accommodating.  This was one of the easiest and 

best experiences of buying property.ò - 2008 Client  


