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Kenmore Middle Schoolôs symphonic band plays with members of the U.S 
Army band during a band clinic held Jan. 9 at Kenmore. Story on page 6.  

Local Resident 

Chosen Curator of 

Ball-Sellers House 
By Martha Orth  

Long-time Glencarlyn resident Emma 

Sky Wolf has been selected to become 

the new resident/curator at the Ball -

Sellers House. 

Emma grew up in Glencarlyn and vis-

ited the house as a young person, even 

making a scarecrow there one Octo-

ber!  She had a dream of one day living 

in and taking care of this old house.  

After finishing school at the Maryland 

College of Art in Baltimore, she came 

back to the Arlington area, where she 

illustrates childrenôs books and teaches 

art in an after -school enrichment pro-

gram. She will be participating with 

the committee of the Arlington His-

torical Society to help protect, pro-

mote, and maintain this historic  

structure.  
Free Home Repair Program is 

Topic at Upcoming GCA Meeting  
Do you know anyone in the area, yourself included, who needs general maintenance 

work, such as painting, sturdier handrails or other repairs, but canôt afford the work?  

Or would you like to volunteer with some other Glencarlynites to assist in making re-

pairs or modifications to improve the safety, warmth or security of someoneôs home in 

Arlington?  

If you answered yes to either of these questions, our February meeting of the Glencar-

lyn Citizensô Association will be of interest to you. The meeting will feature our 

neighbor Robin Renner, who is a home repair project coordinator with RPJ Housing, a 

non-profit agency funded by Arlington County, churches, businesses, and individuals. 

The GCA program starts promptly at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 2, and will last about 
30 minutes. The meeting will be held at Carlin Hall (5711 4th St. South). 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

 

President 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Vice President 
Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 
Secretary 
Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 
Treasurer 
Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

 

Neighborhood Contacts 
 
Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 
Peter Olivere 703-820-0067 
Eric Hougen (Alt.) 703-379-3997 
 
Civic Federation Delegates 
John Shepherd  703-671-1789 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Marc Pina 703-824-7554 
Unfilled 4th Delegate 
Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 
Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 
 
Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 
 
Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
 
Village View Editors 
Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 
gcanews@glencarlyn.org 
 
Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 
Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 
 
Glencarlyn Email Updates 
Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 
gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 
 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

 

Carlin Hall  
5711 S. 4th  St.  

óGreen Homeô Open House Feb. 7 

If you found the discussion on Green Liv-
ing at the November meeting interesting, 
you may want to visit the newly com-
pleted green home located in Arlington. 

This house is environmentally friendly 
from top to bottom and includes a partial 
green roof, geothermal heating and cool-
ing, solar electricity, SIPS panel construc-
tion, a large rainwater cistern, rain bar-
rels, and many other green interior and 
exterior finishes.  

More information about this house is 
available at www.metrogreenhome.com. 
Visit Feb. 7, 2:30-5 p.m., at 5803 North  
16th St. Reservations are not needed. 

Four Mile Run Cleanup and Hot 
Dog Roast  

This yearôs Annual Four Mile Run  
Watershed Cleanup will be on Saturday, 
March 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  

To encourage more participation in Glen-
carlyn, we plan on having beverages, 
grilled hot dogs and roasted marshmal-
lows available for our neighborhood vol-
unteers in the park. So call some friends 
and mark your calendar to come out to 
pick up some trash and then enjoy lunch 
with your neighbors. We will have more 
information in the March newsletter.  

If you are interested in helping with ei-
ther the clean-up or the food, contact Pete 
Olivere at 703-626-2520 or  
polivere@aol.com. 

Easter Egg Roll  

If there are interested parents who would 
like to volunteer or help organize a Glen-
carlyn Easter Egg roll, please contact An-
thony or Teri Hardenburgh at 703 -629-
4180. 

Snow Shovelers Wanted/Needed  

Winter is far from over. If you are willing 
to shovel snow, send Pete Olivere an 
email at polivere@aol.com with your 
name, age, phone number, and rate (for a 
normal 60 -foot frontage and from the 
curb to the front door).  

If you need someone to shovel, call Pete 
at 703-626-2520. 

Free Breast Exams at Kenmore  

The George Washington University  
Mammovan will be parked at Kenmore 
Middle School, providing breast health 
screening on Friday, Feb. 20, from  
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.   

Women who live or work in Arlington can 
take advantage of this service.  You are 
eligible to make an appointment if you:  

Are age 40 and over 

Have not had a mammogram in the 
past 12 months 

Have not experienced breast symptoms 
such as a lump or breast pain 

Do not have breast implants 

Have not been treated previously for 
breast cancer 

Have a  Primary Care Physician 
(doctorôs information is required) 

Mammograms are free to women who 
meet the financial eligibility require-
ments. Inquire when making your ap-
pointment by calling 202 -741-3252.   

Carlin Hall Attic  

Weôd like to thank Louise Peetz, her sons 
and a number of the pre-school moms for 
their incredible effort to purge piles of old 
junk out of the attic of Carlin Hall.  

You may have seen the items in front of 
Carlin Hall in early January. That freed 
up lots of space, allowing for more GCA 
materials to be stored in Carlin Hall and 
easier access to what is there. 

We would also like to thank the National 
Capital Technology and Computer User's 
Group, which uses Carlin Hall three times 
a month.  They purchased and assembled 
shelving to store their materials in the 
attic, making access to the chairs and ta-
bles much easier.  

And thanks to Pete Olivere for removing 
the filthy old carpet on the floors before 
things were put back. 

St. Johnôs Book Club Invites New 
Members  

St. Johnôs Book Club invites all interested 
readers to come and discuss good books. 
The book club meets at 7:30 p.m. on the 
first Tuesday of each month. Books se-
lected for discussion have one thing in 
common: They are sure to be interesting. 

Upcoming selections are: 

February ï ñThe Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Pie Society,ò by Mary Ann 
Shaffer and Annie Barrow 

(Continued on page 10) 

St. Johnôs to Host 
óShrove Tuesdayô 
Pancake Supper  
St. Johnôs Episcopal Church invites 
everyone to its annual ñShrove Tues-
dayò pancake supper on Tuesday,  
Feb. 24, from 6- 7:30 p.m.  

The menu features traditional pan-
cakes, ham, and applesauce.  

The cost is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 
for children ages sixes to 12. Children 
under six are free. 

The church is located in the Glencarlyn 
neighborhood at 415 S. Lexington St. 
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Nature Center  

By: Matt Neff  

As we approach mid-winter, many of the 

animals that were once abundant in the 

summer months are no longer present.  

Some have taken flight, free of charge, to a 

tropical destination. Many others are tak-

ing a several months long siesta under-

ground and wonôt come out until spring. 

Humans and other animalsðsuch as the 

southern flying squirrel, cardinals, downy 

woodpeckers, and foxesðare still active in 

these cold winter months.   

Humans can withstand the cold with a 

jacket and scarf, but wild animals have 

thick fur or feathers to help insulate them 

and keep the heat close to their body. 

Unlike migratory birds, humans are stuck 

where they are for winter; but like migra-

tory birds, you too can visit the world 

around you and beyond. Fly to Long 

Branch Nature Center (LBNC) as your des-

tination at one or all of these programs: 

Friday Night Movie: The Galapagos, 

Friday, Feb. 13, 6:30-9 p.m. 

Adults and teens 15 and up. View Galapa-

gos: The Islands That Changed the World 

in a belated celebration of Darwinôs birth-

day. Bring your own snacks. 

Free. Meet at LBNC. To register, call 703-

228-4747. Program # 624514E. 

Introduction to Birding Walk, Sun-

day, Feb. 22, 9 a.m.-noon. 

Adults and families with kids ages 12 and 

up. Learn the basics of birding and the 

common birds found in our area. No ex-

perience necessary. Dress for the weather. 

Free. Meet at LBNC. To register call 703-

228-4747.  Program # 624515DD. 

Creatures and Cultures of Canada, 

Saturday, Feb. 28, 2-3 p.m. 

Ages 8-11. Explore your world by delving 

into the ecosystems, cultures and traditions 

of the people of Canada. Participants are 

invited to bring artifacts and stories from 

their home collections.  

Free. Meet at LBNC. To register call 703-

228-4747. Program # 624512F 

Long Branch Offers Exciting, Free 

Programs for Adults and Children  

Invasive Plants Removal 

at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center 
 

Work up a sweat as we get rid of un-

wanted plant invaders on Sunday,  

Feb. 8, noon until 2:30 p.m.  

We'll warm up indoors with some basic 

plant identification and find out why 

some plants are problematic. Then gear 

up and head out to remove some of 

these intruders from the park.  

Some tools will be provided, but if you 

have your own garden gloves and tools, 

please bring them along. Be sure to 

come dressed for work, wear long pants, 

long sleeves, and perhaps a hat. You 

may also want to bring along a water 

bottle.  

Note: This event repeats every month on 

the second Sunday at Gulf Branch Na-

ture Center through 2009.  

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center, 

3608 Military Road. For more informa-

tion, call 703-228-3403. 

Robin would like help in identifying quali-

fied Arlington County residents in need of 

assistance. In order to qualify, candidates 

must own and live in the home, and their 

household income must meet HUD low-

income guidelines. A number of seniors or 

those with disabilities in our neighbor-

hood will probably qualify.  

All the work is done for free by teams of 
volunteers with skills ranging from novice 
to professional.  These community mem-
bers repair floors, ceilings, walls, doors, 
windows and roofs; install grab bars, rail-
ings and smoke detectors; address minor 
plumbing and electrical repairs; build 

ramps, paint and attend to yard work.  

We also will try to identify possible volun-
teers who will be willing to work one day.  

To obtain an application or volunteer, 
come to the February  meeting, call RPJ 
Housing at 703-528-5606 ext 11 or go to 
the RPJ Housing website at  http://
rpjhousing.org/programs.html.  

Free Home Repairs (Continued from page 1) 

Subscribe to Glencarlyn Email Updates  

If you are on the Glencarlyn email updates, you will 

get information about these and other neighbor-

hood happenings quickly.   

To subscribe, send your name and email address to 

gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org. 
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GLENCARLYN LIBRARY 
703-228-6548 

 

 

 

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN 
HISTORY MONTH  

Recognize Achievements and 
 Contributions by African Americans  

 

LIBRARY LOVERS' MONTH  
Recognize the Value of Libraries 

FAMILY STORYTIME  
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

BOOK REVIEWS  

"Boy Were We Wrong  
 About The Solar System"  

By Kathleen Kudlinski  

A fun, easy way to understand the history 
of how we learned about the solar system 

from the ancients to the present. 

"8881/2 Amazing Answers To Your 
Questions About The Titanic"  

By Hugh Brewster 

 GLENCARLYN BOOK  
DISCUSSION  

MONDAY FEB. 23,  7:00 p.m. 

"The Known World,"  
By Edward P. Jones 

Winner of the 2004 Pulitzer Prize  
for fiction   

LIBRARY EVENTS  
Now You Can Subscribe to Email or RSS 

Feeds 
www.arlingtonva.us/departments/

Libraries/LibrariesEvents.aspx  

 

VALENTINES BY THE CARLIN 
HALL KIDS  

 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY!  
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By Gerald Martineau 

Asphalt is put down on South 3rd Street by Arlington County to fill in a deep washout 
and other irregularities along the curbside of the Ball -Sellers House.   

The entire 5600 block of South 3rd Street is due for overall improvement, including 

curb and gutter and resurfacing, sometime in 2009. But in the meantime, a washout 

trench almost 12 inches deep and wide and about 10 feet long had developed for lack of 

curbing along the sloping portion of the street.   

This resurfacing will make two -way traffic much safer along a much-used street of our 

neighborhood. 

County Makes Interim Street Improvements  

Presidentõs Message 

By Pete Olivere 

Several months ago, I had looked 

through some of the archives for the last 

50 years of Glencarlyn in the Arlington 

Central Libraryôs Virginia room.  

Particularly interesting were the large 

number of organized neighborhood ac-

tivities, such as a formal babysitting  

co-op, the community run playschool 

(before it became a county program), 

after school programs at Carlin Hall, ice 

cream socials, movies in Carlin Hall, bike 

rodeos and bike drag races, Easter Egg 

rolls, Christmas caroling, and a softball 

game on Saturday of Glencarlyn day. 

These activities provided opportunities 

for the neighborhood to come together. 

A lot has changed over the past 50 years. 

Children are involved in many more or-

ganized sports and activities; both par-

ents work in a large percentage of the 

families. During the past decade, we have 

added some new traditions, such as the 

Luminaria and the evening bonfire, 

which are popular. 

But I still hear from many people that it 

would be nice to have more activities that 

bring the neighborhood together. Over 

the next few months, we will try to or-

ganize some activities at the 

ñneighborhoodò level. 

This monthôs GCA program on Free 

Home Repair  provides an opportunity 

for us to help our neighbors in need, ei-

ther by getting them the information to 

get the assistance or by volunteering to 

work. It would be great if we could get a 

number of neighbors working on a pro-

ject together. 

We are organizing a hot dog and 

marshmallow roast along  with the 

Four Mile Run cleanup to make this 

more of a neighborhood event.  We are 

also looking to see if we can get some 

interest in an Easter Egg roll for the 

younger children.  

We will, as I noted a couple months ago, 
need new volunteers to help with these 
activities.  Please call me or send an email 
if you can help with these activities at  
703-626-2520 or polivere@aol.com. 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Libraries/LibrariesEvents.aspx
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/Libraries/LibrariesEvents.aspx
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Remembering Glencarlyn  
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Snowed In 

By David Backus 

Do children pray as hard for snow as the 

teachers? 

Weôve had mild winters and harsh winters 
in the Village. I remember asking Henry 
Jarboe in 1958, our long-time neighbor 

(and avid hunter and bricklayer) about 
the ñcooling of our climateò and why, as 
my learned 6th grade teacher explained,  
sunspots were the culprit.  

I patiently explained to Henry, as only a 

sixth grader full of new -found wisdom 
can, this absolute truth of the ages. Back 
then, we thought we were all going to 
freeze to death in the coming ice age.  

His thoughtful answer: ñSunbeams, cow 

chips, whatever. It gets warm some years 
and cold some years.ò  

Before a snowstorm, you could go outside 
and smell it coming. It was a combination 
of wood smoke, coal smoke (we had coal 

fires in our house then) and the 
ñfreshnessò in the air.  

Then the snow would begin to filter down 
ï so soft ï sifting into the woods. The 
trees would stick out of the new snow on 

the far hills like an old manôs stubble ï all 
black bristles against the white of the 
snow. 

We had the back hill, the one that had the 

path down to the Nature Center from the 
field, before the six trees that fell during 
the June ô08 storm blocked the path. We 
would get on the path on our sleds and 
slide down to ... sometimes, the stream.  

Weôd get frozen through after awhile and 
come up to the house and get warm in 
front of the fireplace with warm cocoa 
and popcorn.   

When I was in sixth grade, Luis Allen ð

THE weatherman who Dad swore by ð 
said there was going to be a light dusting 
the next day. We woke in the morning to 
the slate gray skies and little drifting 
flakes of the incoming storm.  

The three of us were told to get to school. 
Alan and I went to Glencarlyn Elemen-
tary, now Campbell,  located at the bot-
tom of the hill. Billy went to Kenmore. All 

day I watched out of the windows in Mrs. 
Rogersô room as the snow slowly accumu-
lated.  

Around 1:30 p.m., with four inches on the 

ground, the skies really opened up. You 
couldnôt see Carlyn Springs Road from 
the windows (about 100 feet away). At 
2:30, with over twenty inches of snow on 
the ground, and it snowing harder than 

ever, the School Board threw in the towel 
and canceled school.  

I struggled through 25 inches of snow to 
get home through the woods (about three 
quarters of a mile). My boots were full of 

snow and I was frozen. When we turned 
on the TV to listen to Luis Allen that eve-
ning, there was a substitute weather man. 
Luis was snowed in at home and couldnôt 
get to the station.  

In the early 60ôs, we had one year that 
became a running joke. Every Thursday 
for one whole month, it snowed so much 
that school was canceled every Friday. 

These were snowstorms of six-plus inches 
each week for a month of Thursdays.  

We were in high school and weôd call the 
ñsnow lineò to see if school was on. If you 
were good, you could talk to whoever else 

was on the ñsnow lineò at the same time. 
Billy, my older brother, landed a date 
from that. That winter was the first time 
my folks strapped the old wooden skis on 
me and told me to slide up to Hamiltonôs 

store (where the 7-11 is) for milk. 

It got so cold in the 60ôs, Arlington 
County was rumored to be thinking about 
getting a snow-making machine to use on 

the long road into the Hickmanô s old 

house for a ski operation run by the 
county. This is now the road at the south 
end of Jefferson Street that goes to the 
Nature Center.  

These were also the years you could go to 

Washington, Virginia, to go skiing.  It was 
fun, although the snow was a little mushy 
late in the days in March.  

One Sunday in February 1963, I remem-
ber waking up and the temperature was 

in the mid 60ôs. We quickly got together a 
group and had a softball game that morn-
ing in the field behind my auntôs house on 
5th Street. Around two oôclock that after-
noon, I stood in the middle of the same 

field in three inches of snow.  

The park roads were perfect for sledding. 
They curved a bit, but with a good sled 
you could really fly!  

In 1961, we woke to a wonderful crisp 14-
inch snow fall.  The radio said school was 
closed, so we three boys headed for the 
hills ï literally.   

We spent the day sliding down and walk-

ing back up the hills. As the day pro-
gressed, the snow got mushy, more sod-
den with the temperatures into the upper 
30ôs. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The appearance of advertising in the Village View does not imply endorsement or approval by the GCA 

of any advertising claims or of the advertiser, its product, or services. 

 

News From Our Schools  

Kenmore Has Busy 
Month in Arts, Science, 
Music and Dance  

By Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus 
Coordinator  

January was a busy month for students at 
Kenmore Middle School. As part of its 
partnership with the U.S. Army Band, 
Kenmore hosted a band clinic Jan. 9 for 
students in the symphonic band.  Each 
section of the bandðsuch as clarinets, 
percussion, flutes, etc .ð had a member of 
the Army band work with the students for 
an hour on several pieces of music before 
the entire band came back together to play 
as a whole. 

Students in Beverly Coyleôs Taking Charge 
class and 7th grade classes have been mak-
ing baby blankets for the Linus Project, 
which works to provide blankets to chil-
dren who are seriously ill, traumatized and 
otherwise in need.  A total of 15 baby blan-
kets were made and funded in part 
through a grant Ms. Coyle received from 
the Kenmore PTA. 

The science department hosted a special 
science night where students from Ken-
more and neighboring elementary schools 
were invited to participate in hands -on 
science activities and view Kenmore sci-
ence fair projects. 

You also may have seen the outdoor art 
installation based on the concepts of art-
ists Christo and Jeanne Claude that was 
up during the month of December outside 
of the art room. This work, an indoor in-
stallation and a film documenting the pro-
jects created by Kenmore Focus Coordina-
tor, Shauna Dyer, will be featured in a stu-
dent exhibit at the Phillips Collection, 
which opened on Jan. 24, 2009. 

A Christo and Jeanne Claude Community 
Day took place at the museum during the 
opening and featured a performance by 
Kenmore students and student-led hands-
on activities. 

On Jan. 18, students participating in the 
Bowen McCauley Dance residency per-
formed the Unicorn, Gorgon and the 
Manticore  with the Bowen McCauley 
Dance Company and the Cantate Chamber 
singers at the Bradley Hills Presbyterian 
Church in Bethesda, Maryland. 

 

Students Produce  
Daily Morning News at 
Carlin Springs School  

By Anne Vor der Bruegge, Carlin Springs 
Community School Coordinator  

The Carlin Springs Elementary School 
student morning news team, led by In-
structional Technology Coordinator Craig 
Spraggins, will be presenting at this year's 
National Educational Computing Confer-
ence held in Washington, D.C., from 
June 28 to July 1.  

Carlin Springs students produce the Carlin 
Springs Morning News Show (CSMN) 
every day using green screen, lights, cam-
era, and a computer.  

The news team will be highlighted in the 
Student Showcase, which allows attendees 
of the conference to learn how the morn-
ing news is done at Carlin Springs.  

During their time at the conference, the 
third, fourth and fifth -grade students will 
demonstrate their daily procedures for 
producing the news. 

You can  visit our daily broadcast at 
http://tinyurl.com/7gzxzl . 

Campbell Excels as  
Expeditionary School  

By Karen Anselmo, Assistant Principal  

Did you know that Campbell Elementary 
School is Arlingtonôs only Expeditionary 
Learning School? 

In 2007, Campbell officially joined the 
Expeditionary Learning Schools network, 
and the staff, students, and parents have 
enthusiastically embraced it.  

Expeditionary Learning is a comprehen-
sive school reform that evolved out of the 
Outward Bound program and is based on 
five core practices: learning expeditions; 
active pedagogy; school culture and char-
acter; leadership and school improvement; 
and structures.  

These five core practices work together to 
support one another to promote high stu-
dent achievement.  

An important part of Expeditionary Learn-
ing is the learning expedition. A learning 
expedition is the primary way of organiz-
ing Arlingtonôs curriculum and the Vir-
ginia Standards of Learning.  

Expeditions are comprised of several in-
depth investigations that are designed 
around a compelling topic and linked with 
guiding questions. Investigations require 
students to engage in a long-term study of 
some aspect of the compelling topic.  

As a result, students become experts on 
the topic and, by doing so, are able to con-
struct deep understandings and skills and 
create products for real audiences.  

These products are often presented in the 
form of an exhibition or performance dur-
ing the culminating Showcase. If you want 

(Continued on page 10) 

http://tinyurl.com/7gzxzl


7 

 

Happy New Year 2009!  

In spite of what you are hearing in the 

marketplace, Real Estate is still moving!!  

Prices are great and interest rates are  

terrific (currently below 5%)!  I have set  

a big goal for 2009 and need your help. 

 

If you hear of anyone thinking 

of buying or selling a home, 

please call me immediately! 

 

Hereõs to a great 2009! 

Gary FitzGibbon  

RE/MAX Presidential  

703-876-5347 

Email: 

 garyfitzgibbon@aol.com 

Website:  

 www.garyfitzgibbon.com 

If your home is presently listed 

with another Broker, this is not 

a solicitation of the listing. 
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 St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

415 S. Lexington St. 703-671-6834 

Arlington, VA 22204 stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

 

We invite you to participate in our open 

and welcoming community of faith 

Worship with us Sundays 8:00 A.M. or 10:00 A.M. 

Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon,  

receive Holy Communion 

Pause for reflection and prayer Wednesday evenings at 7:30 P.M . 

Informal worship and sharing in the middle of the week 

 

�$�Q�G���G�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W�� 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper �± February 24 

Lenten Study Series begins March 3! 

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it 


