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Arlington County officials will provide an 

update on the Columbia Pike Initiative 

and discuss issues related to the 2010 

Census at the Feb. 1 Glencarlyn Citizens' 

Association (GCA) meeting.  

Elizabeth Rodgers and at least one other 

staff member from the Arlington County 

Department of Community Planning, 

Housing and Development will speak and 

answer questions at the meeting. 

The first half of the program will provide a 

brief overview, including progress thus 

far, of the Columbia Pike Initiative. The 

initiative began in 1998 with the goal of 

building a safer, cleaner, more competitive 

and vibrant Columbia Pike community.  

The process included considerable com-

munity participation in developing a plan 

of economic development, land use and 

zoning, urban design, transportation and 

public infrastructure.  

The second half of the program will  

highlight the changes in the  April 2010 

census forms and discuss how the data is 

used and why it is important for people to 

respond.   

The two presentation are the first items on 

the GCA meeting agenda.  GCA business 

will follow.  

The meeting will take place Monday,  

Feb. 1, at 7:30 p.m.at Carlin Hall, 5711 4th 

Street South.   

GCA Meeting to Feature Presentations on the 

Columbia Pike Initiative, Upcoming Census 

GCA Identifies Potential 

Curb-and-Gutter Projects 

Association seeks more candidates  

Glencarlyn residents identified three po-

tential neighborhood curb -and-gutter 

projects at the December meeting of the 

Glencarlyn Citizensô Association:  1) the 

5700 block of 4th Street wrapping around 

to the 300 block of Lexington; 2) the 100 

block of Kensington; and 3) the 300 

block of Harrison.   

Citizens discussed the projects following 

a presentation by Christine Nixon, who 

heads up Arlington County's Neighbor-

hood Conservation Program.  Nixon de-

scribed the kinds of projects that can be 

funded and the process for applying for 

funding, answering questions to help 

Glencarlyn residents understand the 

steps required.  

All projects must receive approval from  

(Continued on page 7) 
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GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

President 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Vice President 

Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 

Secretary 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

Treasurer 

Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

Neighborhood Contacts 

Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 

Eric Hougen  703-379-3997 

Peter Olivere (Alt.) 703-820-0067 

Civic Federation Delegates 

John Shepherd  703-671-1789 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Tom Jonson 703-379-2531 

Vacant 

Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 

Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 

Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 

Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Village View Editors 

Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 

gcanews@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 

Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 

Glencarlyn Email Updates 

Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 

gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

volunteer@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

Carlin Hall  

5711 S. 4th  St.  

Holiday Party and Luminaria  

December presented a range of chal-

lenges for events we planned.  Our Holi-

day Party on Dec. 13 had a nice turnout, 

including a number of families and lots of 

children.   

Despite the light rain, Santa arrived on 

time to greet the children.  

Our thanks to Barbara Olivere for orga-

nizing the party, Kim Houghton for as-

sisting in cleanup, Jerry Martineau for 

taking photos, and Pete Olivere for his 

recurring role, seen in the photo below.  

The Luminaria and Bonfire event was 

originally scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 19, 

with a rain date of Dec. 20.  We got 

snowed out by the more than 15 inches 

that fell that weekend.   

We decided to try again on New Year's 

Eve. The only way to get the word out was 

through the Glencarlyn Update email list 

and on the Web page, another reason to 

get on the Glencarlyn Update email list 

(see box on page 8).   

Despite a persistent drizzle through the 

evening, we did have the luminaria and 

bonfire. Several dozen folks joined us at 

the bonfire, where there were plenty of hot 

beverages and roasted marshmallows.   

The weather and delays did dampen the 

participation, with only about 750 lumi-

naria through the neighborhood, includ-

ing those placed around the bonfire area, 

when we generally have close to 2,000.   

There were a number of people involved 

in making the luminaria and bonfire pos-

sible: Eric Hougen organized the Lumi-

naria event, Pete Olivere got the materials 

for the luminaria and bonfire and Paul 

Nuhn helped with setup and cleanup of 

the bonfire.  Other who helped with sales 

and setting up luminaria around the bon-

fire area include Ann and Jim Connell, 

Alex Hecht, Tim Kelly, Tim Aiken, Taryn 

Parry and Lee Clark. Thanks to Jerry Mar-

tineau for taking photos.  

Library Petition  

In the December Village View , we indi-

cated that we would be collecting signa-

tures on a petition to oppose further re-

ductions in the hours of the Glencarlyn 

Library.   We have 42 signatures and 

emails from five others supporting this 

effort.    

On a related note, Jeff Liteman reports 

that according to the Board of Elections, 

there were 32 write-in ballots  cast for 

ñGlencarlyn Libraryò on Nov. 3.  Thus, 

more than 5 percent of the votes cast by 

Glencarlyn residents were marked to 

make known our concerns about how 

county budget cuts would affect our-

branch. Thatôs not bad for a protest vote 

campaign that got started just the evening 

before the election.   

We will be using this as part of our ongo-

ing efforts to convince the county not to 

take additional reductions at  Glencarlyn 

(Continued on page 3) 

Kate Hougen roasts a marshmallow 
at the New Year's Eve bonfire in the 
Glenclaryn Library parking lot.  

Santa made his annual appearance 

at the Glencarlyn Holiday Party.  
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News From Our Schools  

Simply Decorating 
òAssisting you with your decorating decisionsó 

Over 30 years experience 
Simply canõt make up your mind about a paint color, 
Simply canõt decide which sofa to purchase, 

Or how to arrange your room? 
Call me for a consultation. 

703 623-7813 
Deborah Charboneau 

Member I.F.D.A. 
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Carlin Springs Elementary School  

By Anne Vor der Bruegge 

Carlin Springs Community School  

Coordinator  

The year 2010 started off with a big splash 

at Carlin Springs Elementary School!  

On Jan. 7, we received a visit from Secre-

tary of Education Arne Duncan; Secretary 

of Health and Human Services Kathleen 

Sebelius; Congressman Jim Moran; and 

Surgeon General Regina Benjamin, along 

with several Arlington School and County 

Board members and School Superinten-

dent Patrick Murphy.  

These leaders held a press conference that 

included Carlin Springs fifth -grade news 

reporters, while the students ages 10 years 

and under received their second round of 

H1N1 vaccinations.  

Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius and Sur-

geon General Benjamin praised Arlington 

Public Schools and Arlington County for 

their collaborative public health model in 

serving school-aged children. Carlin 

Springs was selected as the venue for the 

press conference because it is recognized 

nationally and statewide for its success as 

a community school, they said. 

In other news, Carlin Springs was named 

2009 Partner of the Year by the Educa-

tional Theater Company. The winter ses-

sion of after-school enrichments begins 

this month. We have 275 enrollments in 

activities for the students to enjoy, such as 

Young Engineers, Improv Theater, Play 

with Clay, Architecture and Imagination, 

and Banking. 

Carlin Springs Elementary Schoolôs fifth-grade news reporters speak with 
Surgeon General Regina Benjamin, Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kathleen Sebelius, Congressman Jim Moran, and Secretary of  
Education Arne Duncan at a Jan. 7 visit highlighting public health issues.  

Library.   

GCA March Meeting  

The March GCA meeting will feature a 

speaker on the Arlington County budget, 

with a focus on funding for the Glencarlyn 

Library.  

The budget will be released at the end of 

February with significant reduction tar-

gets for each department.  

Carlin Hall Availability  

Do you need a place for a meeting, child's 

birthday party or similar event? Reserve 

Carlin Hall through the link at  

glencarlyn.org.   

There is no charge to Glencarlyn residents 

who have paid their dues. 

Village Notes (Continued from page 2) 
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

Bikes  

By David Backus  

Because the origi-

nal Glencarlyn had 

some pretty rough 

roads, our first 

bikes tended to be 

the old American 

Flyer variety.  

These wide-tired, one-speed, tough-as-

nails bikes provided dependable transpor-

tation on the roughest of roads. The large 

tires, along with a wide, padded, spring-

loaded seat provided some comfort, while 

pushing the peddles on these dinosaurs 

could get you in shape in no time.  

Then in the late 1950s, there was the ad-

vent of the English racer. This internal 

three-speed wonder had narrower tires 

and was much easier to peddle. Mean-

while, the roads had become less of a pot-

hole-filled menace to these more delicate 

vehicles.  

Then the true topping to the bicycle was 

invented. This was an external chain -

changing system that has become the 

ubiquitous gear system on bicycles of to-

day.  

These were our forms of transportation as 

kids. If you wanted to go somewhere, you 

either walked (it WAS a mile to Kenmore 

from hereðand uphill both ways!) or you 

rode a bike. Bikes were better.  

I had them all, even the crossover (the 

English internal shifter with an external 

shifter added). That external shifter was 

removed from my bike while it was parked 

on our front porch. I talked to the fellow 

who ñborrowedò it and had it returned. It 

pays to live in a small community where 

everyone knows about all the other bikes.  

Then one summer, one of us decided to do 

something different. Bikes are great, but 

they have always required leg power. The 

power lawn mower was here by then, and 

with it came the small motors (1 ½ to 3 

horse power or hp).  With a little ingenuity 

and a bunch of old parts, one of us created 

a motor-bike!  

This contraption was held together with 

eighth-inch electrical screws and nuts 

mounting a motor on old angle iron pieces 

using centrifugal clutches and a whole lot 

of bailing wire. But it worked!  

We had created a machine that could 

widen our horizons and economically get 

us around ñtown.ò A few pulls on the 

starter rope and these rickety concoctions 

would obtain speeds of up to 35 miles per 

hour!  

The wind whipping through our un -

helmeted hair, the neighbors watching in 

disapproval and small animals coweringð

we had a great time whizzing around on 

our inventions. Ralph Nader would have 

REALLY gone crazy if he could have seen 

these mechanical contrivances.   

Toward the end of our wonderful mecha-

nized summer, we had created over six of 

these beasties. We had become masters of 

the Carter carburetor, the Reed two-cycle 

carburetor, the modified handle grip accel-

erator, the enhanced ñshaved cylinder 

headò and modified oiling systems. If we 

blew a piston rod, no problem. We could 

rebuild it in an hour.  

In just a half day (usually a Saturday), we 

could build a dirt bike or a quick -but-

sloppy ñspeedò bike.  

There were all sorts of 

variations on the motor 

bike theme. Some of us 

used two-cycle engines 

(very smoky); most of us 

used old four-cycle lawn 

mower engines. Some 

bikes had as few as 1½ hp 

(real doggy performance).  

Pat, a guy in our neighbor-

hood, had a 10-hp Power 

Products scooter that was 

REALLY FAST! He used to 

race ñ409ôsò (please ask 

your parents about these 

beasties) between tele-

phone poles (on the street 

as markers) and beat 

them!  

Cecil had a wonderfully 

welded solid and depend-

able bike (a Clinton motor 

that just purred). I had a bolted together 

model with a very used U.S. Army dis-

carded Briggs and Stratton, but with 2½ 

hp.  

My bike would go when I wanted (if I kept 

the screws tightened) and stop, most of 

the time, when the brakes were applied. 

We had fun! 

It all came to an end one Saturday after-

noon. We had gotten together at Kenmore 

to have a race. Cecil could lean his 26-inch 

bike over until the handle bars would al-

most touch the pavement as he raced 

around Kenmore Junior High. Eric had a 

go-cart that could REALLY move.  Billy L. 

had a 3-hp modified Tecumseh with a 

small back wheel that covered ground. 

Alan had a Power Products powered 26-

inch English racer that was fast but smoky.  

We were having a great time racing 

around the school when the go-cart 

missed a turn, hit a bump and flipped. Eric 

slammed into a bike rack and ruptured his 

spleen. We quickly got the go-cart out of 

sight, put a regular bicycle in its place and 

called the ambulance.  

One person on a bicycle stayed behind to  
    (Continued on page 8) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Gary FitzGibbon 

Serving Northern Virginia for 21 years 
RE/MAX Presidential  

VISIT MY WEB PAGE AT:  http://garyfitzgibbon.com 

EMAIL ME AT:  garyfitzgibbon@aol.com 

GARY FITZGIBBON        RE/MAX PRESIDENTIAL        (703) 876-5347 

 (703) 876-5347 

FOR SALE IN GLEN CARLIN -$559,000 

Completely Updated 3 BR/2 BA Home! 

Renovated 4-level split!  Gorgeous all-new kitchen 

with granite, new cabinets, appliances, etc.  New 

windows, bathrooms, and stunning hardwood floors.  

Bright, light interior.  Must see inside! 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS MY SPECIALITY! 

CALL ME TODAY! 
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St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

415 S. Lexington St 703-671-6834 

Arlington, VA 22204  http://stjohnsarlington.thediocese.net 

We invite you to participate in our 

open and welcoming community of faith 

Worship with us Sundays at 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM 

Pray and praise together, hear an inspirational sermon, receive Holy Communion 

Reflect and pray with us Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM 

Informal candlelight prayer and reflection 

 

Join us for our Spring Tea! ð May 9 1ð3 P.M . 

Scones, sandwiches, scrumptious desserts, fine teas and  

a complimentary glass of champagne 

$20 per person 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:5 

By Sheridan Swope,  GCA Volunteer Coordinator  

Volunteering is a great way to meet your neighbors, have fun, 

and get a warm feeling.  So we are compiling a list of our past 

and future Glencarlyn volunteers.   

If you are interestedðand we hope you areðrespond to: 

gc_volunteers@glencarlyn.org.  Please provide your name, ad-

dress, email address, and phone number.   

If you have volunteered in the past, include the events/tasks you 

have volunteered for.  If you have not volunteered in the past, 

include any events/tasks you might be interested in volunteering 

for.  Also, please  include any ideas you have for new events/

tasks that would benefit the community.  

Annual events requiring volunteers:  

March ðFour Mile Run Clean-up/Hot Dog Roast  

March/April ðEgg Roll 

MayðYard Sale 

June ðGlencarlyn day 

     Friday  

 -Potluck 

 -Block party 

     Saturday 

 -Pancake breakfast 

           -Parade 

 -House tours 

Septembe rðPotluck BBQ 

October ðHalloween Party 

December ðHoliday Party  

  Luminaria/Bonfire  

 

We also are looking for volunteers for the following:  

Serving as Block Captains 

Creating a new GCA Directory 

Circulating the Save-Our-Library petition  

Soliciting advertising for the Village View  

Shoveling snow for elderly/disabled residents 

Volunteer to Help with 

Neighborhood Events  

PLEASE PAY YOUR 2008-2009 GCA DUES 

Your dues support many of our community activities, including 
this newsletter. Please complete this form and send it with your 
check payable to GCA to Tim Aiken, Treasurer, 111 S. Kensington 
St., Arlington, VA 22204. 

 

Dues are $10 per household. 

 

Name____________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone______________________________________ 

 

Email____________________________________________ 
(Add me to the GCA email list.) 

 

 


