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Presidentõs Message 

By Pete Olivere, GCA President 

The chill of winter has already arrived and most of us will be spend-
ing less time outdoors for the next few months. As a result, we donôt 
see our neighbors as often. One of the opportunities to counter this 
part of winter is to stop by the bonfire in the library parking lot on 
Dec. 20, the evening of the Luminaria. I have really enjoyed the 
sense of community at that event, where dozens of Glencarlynites 
and their children stop for a warm beverage and a chance to visit 
with their neighbors.  

I also hope to see you at the Glencarlyn Holiday Party, which will be 
hosted at Carlin Springs Elementary on Sunday, Dec. 21, from 2:30-
4:30 p.m. If you havenôt been inside Carlin Springs Elementary, this 
is a nice opportunity to see this wonderful school. 

Take time from your busy schedule and share an hour or so with us.  
If I donôt see you at these events, have a wonderful holiday. 

We continue on the effort to reduce the cost of water used in the 
community garden. In some of the summer months, we have been 

(Continued on page 4) 

Will Jamieson licks his sucker as his mother, Missy, points to 
Anthony Hardenburgh, who looms behind at the  
Glencarlyn Halloween Party. Story and photos, page  10. 

Join Our Winter Celebrations  
Mark your calendars for the following December events: 

Glencarlyn Luminaria ð Saturday, Dec. 20  

This annual neighborhood celebration of candles and light is 
scheduled for Saturday evening, Dec. 20 (rain date is  Dec. 21.) 

To add to the spirit of the winter holidays, we will serve warm bev-
erages (cocoa, mulled cider), cookies and marshmallows by a warm 
fire in the library parking lot (4th and Kensington) from 6-8 p.m.  

We invite everyone to walk the neighborhood and join your 
neighbors for refreshments, even if you wonôt be placing candles in 
front of your house. This is a wonderful family activity and a great 
opportunity to greet your neighbors.  

Glencarlyn Winter Holiday Party ð Sunday, Dec. 21  

The annual GCA holiday party will be held 2:30 -4:30 p.m. in the 
Carlin Springs Elementary School multi -purpose room. Enter 
through the main entrance on South 5th Road. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

 

President 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Vice President 
Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 
Secretary 
Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 
Treasurer 
Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

 

Neighborhood Contacts 
 
Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 
Peter Olivere 703-820-0067 
Eric Hougen (Alt.) 703-379-3997 
 
Civic Federation Delegates 
John Shepherd  703-671-1789 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
Marc Pina 703-824-7554 
Unfilled 4th Delegate 
Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 
Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 
Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 
 
Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 
 
Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 
Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 
 
Village View Editors 
Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 
gcanews@glencarlyn.org 
 
Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 
Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 
 
Glencarlyn Email Updates 
Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 
gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 
 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

 

Carlin Hall  
5711 S. 4th  St.  

Glencarlyn Marketeers  
Investment Club  
Special Investment Presentation  
Friday, Dec. 5, 7 -9 p.m., Carlin Hall  

Kaush Meisheri of H&R Block Financial 
Advisors will be speaking to the Glencar-
lyn Marketers Investment Club (GMIC) 
on how to find high quality stocks on Fri-
day, Dec. 5, from 7-9 p.m. at Carlin Hall.  

Please come to this free  presentation 
sponsored by GMIC. 

The Glencarlyn  investment club is  look-
ing for new members. If you would like 
more information about GMIC or infor-
mation on how to join, call Paxton Baker 
at 703-578-9457 or Marybeth Majka at 
703-820-5638. 

Meet Your Neighbors at the 

Glencarlyn Community  

Online Forum. 

Join Discussion Groups; Get 

Community Updates; Learn 

about Community Events. 

Register at 

www.glencarlyn.org/smf/index.php 

Washington-Lee High School will host its 

annual holiday bazaar on Saturday, 

Dec. 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the new 

school. 

The event will feature vendors with jew-

elry, holiday gifts, collectibles and hand-

made items, along with ethnic foods.  

Holiday entertainment will be provided. 

The address is: 1301 N. Stafford Street, 

Arlington.  

The event is free , and the community is 

invited. For general  information or if you 

would like to be a vendor, please email 

wl_holiday_bazaar@live.com  or call 

Renee Gorsky at 703-516-7007. 

Beth Ebner inserts her paper ballot into the ballot box at Kenmore Middle School  
during the Nov. 4, 2008, election. Ebner and Paul Gruits, standing behind her, were 
the first two Glencarlyn neighborhood voters at Kenmore. Gruits arrived at 4 a.m. and 
Ebner arrived at 5 a.m. to participate in the historic election.  

Washington -Lee to Host Annual Holiday Bazaar  

GCA Dues  

If you havenôt already paid your GCA 
dues, send them in today.  Fill out the 
form that was in the September ñVillage 
Viewò newsletter or go to Glencarlyn.org 
and link to community association.  

GCA Holiday Schedule  

Remember, there is no GCA meeting in 
December.  Our next GCA meeting will 
be Monday, Feb. 2, at 7:30 p.m. 

In addition, there will not be a January 
issue of the ñVillage View.ò The next issue 
comes out in February. 

Volunteers Needed  

We need volunteers to help shovel the 
walkways and steps of our older Glencar-
lyn residents this winter when it snows. If 
you would like to volunteer, please call 

Pete Olivere at 703-820-0067. 

Flu Shots  

If you havenôt gotten your flu shot, take 
some time to do it. Many pharmacies, in-
cluding those in grocery stores, are pro-
viding walk -in service. No appointment is 
needed. 
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Nature Center  

Flying Squirrels  
Galore!  

Jump. Glide. Crash. Scamper.   

If you are quick enough and are armed 
with a flashlight, you may be able to keep 
up with the little nocturnal mammals 
known as southern flying squirrels.  

They are smaller than the common grey 
squirrel that you see running across the 
street and jumping from tree to tree. Fly-
ing squirrels also look quite different.  

They have fur that is brownish-grey. They 
have a cream-colored belly, a flat furry 
tail, big black eyes, and a little nose sur-
rounded by dozens of whiskers.  

Flying squirrels also have a flap of skin 
that extends from their ankles to their 
wrists called a patagium, which enables 
them to glide up to 150 feet. They dine on 
insects, nuts, fungus, carrion (dead ani-
mals), and eggs. 

By Matt Neff  

36 years and counting  

The Long Branch Nature Center held a 
birthday party Nov. 12, celebrating the 
36th anniversary of its opening on Nov. 
12, 1972. 

The event was a fun affair for the kids! 
We started with a scavenger hunt that 
tested their observational skills looking 
for flora and listening to fauna in the 
park. After completing their hunt, the 
pint -sized naturalists watched a corn 
snake eat its weekly meal. 

The kids had birthday cake and watched 
a slide show of animals found in the park 
and loyal visitors to Long Branch Nature 
Center over the years. The support from 
visitors over these past few decades, es-
pecially on our birthday, keeps the Na-
ture Center going strong. 

Calvin Herald, Adeline Herald, and Will Jamieson watch through an aquarium as a  
corn snake swallows dinner at the Nature Center's birthday celebration.  

Because flying squirrels are nocturnal, 
many people donôt see them. But believe it 
or not, there are just as many flying squir-
rels in Arlington as there are grey squir-
rels.  

Flying squirrels are found naturally in 
deciduous forests. Although they com-
monly nest in snags (standing dead trees), 
they have adapted to living in urban envi-
ronments as well.  

They will readily roost in artificial nest 
boxes or attics when an ample food supply 
is nearby.  Stop by Long Branch Nature 
Center to learn a thing or two about flying 
squirrels and have the chance to see some 
buzzing around the nature center for an 
early evening snack.   

The nature center is offering these pro-
grams every weekend December through 
February.   

To register, call 703-228-4747. 

There will be craft activities for young 
children and refreshments for all. Each 
family should bring some snacks or cook-
ies to share. The GCA provides the bever-
ages, cups and paper plates. Santa has 
flight clearance to land about 3:30 p.m.  

The party will reflect a celebration of all 
the winter holidays, including Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanza, and the Vietnamese/
Chinese and western New Year. 

Representatives from Carlin Springs Ele-

mentary School will be available if some of 
the parents and their children would like a 
tour of the building.  

If you can help with the party prepara-
tions or clean-up, please contact Pete 
Olivere at 703-626-2520 or poliv-
ere@aol.com. 

Luminaria Materials.  

Each 10-candle Luminaria pack, which 
includes tea lights, white paper bags and 
sand, will cost $4.00 and will light the 
frontage of an average Glencarlyn lot.  

Luminaria packs can be picked up at 
Carlin Hall between 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. on Dec. 20.  

We will be selling only on Saturday even if 
the Luminaria is delayed to Sunday be-
cause of rain.  

We will need several volunteers to help 
sell the Luminaria packs and to help with 
the evening refreshments.  If you can 
spare an hour or two, contact Lee Clark at 
lee.clarke@ruppertcompanies.com or Pete 
Olivere at polivere@aol.com or 703-626-
2520.   

Winter Celebrations (Continued from page 1) 

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 G

e
ra

ld
 M

a
rt

in
e

a
u 

mailto:lee.clarke@ruppertcompanies.com


4 

GLENCARLYN LIBRARY 
703-228-6548 

 

 

 

 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FREE 
PROGRAMS ARLINGTON COUNTY 

LIBRARIES OFFER 

Book Discussions, Author Events, 
 Computer Classes 

Check it Out: www.arlington.us/library  

 

GLENCARLYN LIBRARY  
MONTHLY BOOK DISCUSSION 

Monday, Dec. 22 
ñBig Stone Gapò 

By Adriana Trigiani  

 

FAMILY STORYTIME  
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

WE HAVE GREAT HOLIDAY BOOKS 
TO INSPIRE YOU 

 

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY  
AND 

HAPPY NEW YER 

Presidentôs Message (Continued from page 1) 

using an average of 1,000 gallons a day. 

Dave Backus has been leading the charge looking for alter-
nate sources of water. One of the potential sources is an 
old well located at Carlin Hall. A 1960 survey of the prop-
erty showed a concrete cover on the well at the northwest 
corner of the sandy play area. 

After a few hours of unsuccessful digging by Dave, Paul 
Nuhn, Judy Funderburk and me, we borrowed an under-
ground pipe tracer to follow an old water pipe from under 
Carlin Hall. It took us to the same area where we had been 
digging, and so, after a couple hours more of probes, we 
concluded that the well had been filled in, probably for 
safety reasons. 

Dave is now checking on the possibility of having a well 
drilled for irrigation purposes. Meanwhile, Judy is work-
ing with the County Environmental Services staff to assess 
the possibility of using rain barrels or a cistern. I will re-
port more on this effort as we move forward. 

Paul Nuhn and Judy Funderburk dig in the Carlin Hall playground, 
while Dave Backus looks for an old well that could be used  to water 
the library garden.  Unfortunately, the well could not be found.  
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Glencarlyn residents can cut energy and 
water costs dramatically while helping 
preserve the environment by making a few 
simple changes in how they run their 
households, according to two environ-
mental experts who spoke at the Novem-
ber meeting of the Glencarlyn Citizensô 
Association. 

Helen F. Reinecke-Wilt, Program Man-
ager of Arlington Countyôs Green Home 
Choice, and Elenor Hodges, Executive 
Director of Arlingtonians for a Clean Envi-
ronment (ACE), provided tips for ñGreen 
Living,ò such as using rain barrels to cap-
ture rain and reduce runoff, or unplugging 
electronic devices when they are not being 
used to reduce ñvampireò electricity use. 

Hodges presented the ACE ñGreen Living 
Pledge,ò which offers practical guidelines 
and steps citizens can take in their homes 
and everyday activities. The pledge is 

found at the ACE website: 
www.arlingtonenvironment.org  

Hodges also said this spring, Arlington 
will be allowing all plastics 1 to 7 to be 
placed in the recycling bins. (The numbers 
can be found on the bottom of the con-
tainers.) In the meantime, the recycling 
drop-off centers will accept all plastics 1 to 
7. The centers are located at 530 North 
Quincy St. and at Columbia Pike and 
South Four Mile Run.  

Reinecke-Wilt discussed the Countyôs  
ñResidential Green Building and Energy 
Conservation Program,ò including  ñ30 
Ways to Conserve Energy and Water and 
Improve Air Quality in Your Homeò.  

Most of the information presented by 
Reinecke-Wilt and Hodges is available on 
the glencarlyn.org website under the new 
link, GCA Meeting Programs.  

óGreen Livingô Can Save Energy, Money  

ACE Green Living Pledge  

Listed below are a few examples from the 
pledge, which can be found on the web-
site: www.arlingtonenvironment.org.  

Maintain a green home and garden  

Use nontoxic cleaning products 

Compost 

Create a wildlife habitat  

Reduce storm water runoff 
through rain gardens, rain barrels, 
cisterns 

Reduce mail by receiving online 
statements and reducing junk mail  

Conserve energy  

Reduce "vampire" electricity use 
by unplugging electronics or plug-
ging them into power strips  

Use a programmable thermostat 

Purchase renewable energy like 
wind power  

Conduct an energy audit 

Install a solar water heater 

Reduce auto dependence 

Walk, bike, or take public trans-
portation to neighborhood er-
rands or on local outings 

http://www.arlington.us/library
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

The Rites of Fall 
By David Backus 

Some years fall comes in a rush. Sullen 

days of rain and cold followed by a quick 

frost and weôre suddenly in the middle of 

fall.  

Some years the trees and bushes slowly 

turn from the almost uniform shades of 

green into the myriad reds, oranges, yel-

lows and all hues in between, becoming 

fifty -foot fiery blossoms heralding the 

change of season. The milkweed sends out 

its fairy dancers to deliver next yearôs 

seeds and the acorns and walnuts thump 

on house roofs or twang on car tops.  

This year fall came with drowsy sun - 

blessed slowness, allowing us to savor its 

unfolding beauty. The leaves had barely 

left the trees by the beginning of Novem-

ber; whereas in past years we used the 

leaves of fall to stuff leaf-collection bags to 

make Halloween figures.  

But the leaves do come down eventually, 

quietly, one at a time on a windless day or 

in a blizzard of colors during the rush of a 

cold autumn wind.  As the ingeniously 

carved pumpkins of Halloween slowly cave 

in, succumbing to the ravages of time, and 

the hearty crickets of summer sing their 

last songs in the evening, blankets and 

mounds of leaves cover the ground in 

Glencarlyn. 

Today the efficiency of county collection 

helps us dispose of the leaves; until the 

late 60ôs or so, we disposed of these signa-

tures of the season by either composting 

or burning them.  

My great aunts believed in composting. 

They had three bins for the leaves and 

used them based on a three-year cycle.  

These large (29ôX20ô X 5ô high) wired bins, 

sat side by side at the base of their field 

(then used for gardening).  Newly raked 

leaves collected from the two properties 

would fill one bin.  

During  the rest of that year, egg shells, 

orange peels and all the general organic 

refuse would be mixed into this bin (with a 

little lime put on to help the decomposi-

tion of the leaves and keep down lingering 

odors).  

The second bin would be the ñholding binò 

ïwe would let this slowly decay and age 

over the following year. The third bin con-

tained the compost to be used in the gar-

dens that year. 

My great aunts each had a garden. My  

Aunt Hadassa raised vegetables and my 

Aunt Constance raised flowers. Each gar-

den was a cornucopia of beauty or nour-

ishment. Nearly every flower you could 

think of was represented in Aunt Con-

stanceôs garden. All manner of nutritious 

vegetables and berries were raised in Aunt 

Hadassasôs garden.  

With our family, it was ñwho is going to 

rake the leaves and haul them to the com-

post bins?ò My older brother, Billy, might 

help, while my younger brother, Alan, was 

a very reluctant participant. Guess who 

raked a lot? 

The idea was to rake the leaves into piles, 

put the piles on a burlap blanket (made of 

old burlap sacks used for the garden sup-

plements) and carry each 75-to-100 pound 

leaf-filled sack over your shoulder to the 

compost pile.  

As the season progressed, the cold and 

wind would move in and the task of raking 

leaves would get more onerous. Leaves 

arenôt light and you NEVER wanted to try 

to rake them when they were wet. This was 

hard, cold, dirty work.  

My mother would threaten to withhold 

Thanksgiving dinner until the leaves were 

raked. This didnôt work too often. We 

never missed the dinner, but that didnôt 

mean we had raked the leaves.  My mother 

was a soft touch. 

But what of the rest of the community? 

How did we take care of all those leaves?  

If you didnôt compost or rake the leaves 

into the park (if you lived with the back of 

your house on parkland), you burned the 

leaves. It was a simple matter to rake the 

leaves to the curb and, on a calm Saturday 

or Sunday, light the leaves on fire, and, 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The appearance of advertising in the Village View does not imply endorsement or approval by the GCA 

of any advertising claims or of the advertiser, its product, or services. 

 

News From Our Schools  
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Carlin Springs Elementary Students 
Enjoy Civic Experiences  

By Anne Vor der Bruegge, Community School Coordinator  

Carlin Springs Elementary students participated in Help the Home-
less mini-walks in the school neighborhood on Oct. 28 and 30. 

Students in grades 3-5 walked on behalf of Arlington Street Peopleôs 
Assistance Network, or ASPAN. Prior to walking, the students met 
with ASPAN staff members to learn more about the causes of home-
lessness and how to respond to their needs. 

On Nov. 3, Carlin Springs students participated in a realistic election 
process for Student Council positions and U.S. president. In the week 
prior to the election, students in grades 1-5 registered online to vote 
at school and were given individual voting cards to present on elec-
tion day. Fifth graders running for Student Council positions re-
corded campaign speeches that were transmitted to all classrooms via 
video broadcast. 

On Nov. 3, the school library was turned into a polling place, com-
plete with individual electronic voting stations. Students presented 
their voting cards and then cast their votes using online survey soft-
ware. 

The voting theme was taken one step further that day: Carlin Springs 
Reading Specialists distributed Reading is Fundamental books to all 
students, and had each student cast a vote for their favorite book. 

Results of the Student Council election were broadcast during the 
Nov. 5 morning news. Students elected Barack Obama as their choice 
for president.  

Carlin Springs Elementary students cast their votes.  

By Shauna Dyer, Arts and Communica-
tions Coordinator  

During the last few months, Kenmore 
Middle School staff and students have 
initiated a number of special programs.  

Andy Paparella, 7th grade history teacher, 
organized a mock election, which was held 
on Oct. 30.  More than 360 students regis-
tered ahead of time and were issued voter 

registration cards. 

A week prior to the election, a debate, or-
ganized by gifted resource teacher, Elaine 
Powers, was broadcast on the closed cir-
cuit television for the entire school com-
munity to view. A total of 332 students 
voted electronically, Obama received 297 
votes, and McCain 31. 

In November, the Kenmore counseling 

department implemented the annual ca-
reer unit.   Sixth-grade students visited 
various large businesses in our commu-
nity, including Georgetown Hospital, the 
Courthouse, the Red Cross, Marymount 
University and local hotels such as the 
Hilton Garden Inn and National Sheraton.  

Seventh graders attended a career day 

(Continued on page 9) 

Kenmore Students Mix Learning, Elections and Arts  


