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Glencarlyn  is planning more neighbohood improvement projects similar 

to the curb -and -sidewalk  construction on the Ball -Sellers House block.  

Neighborhood Conservation  
County officials to discuss process for funding new neighborhood  

construction projects at GCAôs December meeting 

By Eric Hougen  

Did you know that Arlington County has 

funded close to a million dollars in  

infrastructure improvements within the 

Glencarlyn neighborhood since 2001?  

Four separate blocks have completed up-

grades under the countyôs Neighborhood 

Conservation Program. 

If you are interested in learning about how 

to improve neighborhood streets, please 

join us at the  Dec. 7 meeting of the Glen-

carlyn Citizensô Association for a presenta-

tion on Neighborhood Conservation  Pro-

gram. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. at 

Carlin Hall (5711 4th St. S.). 

With the the project on the 5600 block of 

3rd Street South nearly completed, Glen-

carlyn has no projects in the construction 

queue. The GCA is using the December 

meeting to raise awareness in the commu-

nity to find residents interested in getting 

a project started. 

Itôs relatively easy to get a project under-

way. All it takes is a general idea of what 

improvements will be requested, and a 

petition signed by at least 60 percent of 

the residents on the affected blocks.  

(Continued on page 3) 

December Holiday Events  

Dec. 13 Winter Holiday Partyð2:30 to 

4:30 p.m. at Carlin Hall  

Dec. 19 Luminaria and Bonfireðafter 

Luminaria, bonfire from 6 -8 p.m. 

See page 2 for details. 

The Glencarlyn Citizensô Association is 

circulating a petition opposing any future 

cuts in Glencarlyn Library hours.  

Although county officials have not yet 

announced reductions, the GCA wants to 

prevent a repeat of last yearôs budget, 

which resulted in reduced hours on both 

Thursdays and Fridays at Glencarlyn Li-

brary.  

The petition, which can be signed in per-

son or endorsed by email to the GCA, 

states: "I am a resident of Arlington 

(Continued on page 8) 

GCA to Petition 

County on Library  
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family should bring some 

snacks or cookies to share. 

The GCA provides the bever-

ages, cups and paper plates. 

Santa has flight clearance to 

land about 3:30 p.m.  

The party will reflect a cele-

bration of all the winter holi-

days.  If you can help with the 

party preparations or clean-

up, please contact Barbara 

Olivere at 703-820-0067 or 

blolivere@aol.com. 

Glencarlyn Luminaria  ð 

Saturday, Dec. 19 

This annual neighborhood 

celebration of candles and 

light is scheduled for Satur-

day evening, Dec. 19  (rain 

date is Dec. 20). To add to the 

spirit of the winter holidays, 

we will serve warm beverages 

(cocoa and mulled cider), 

cookies and marshmallows by 

a warm fire in the library 

parking lot (4th and Kensing-

ton) from 6 -8 p.m.  

We invite everyone to walk 

the neighborhood and join 

your neighbors for refresh-

ments, even if you wonôt be 

placing candles in front of 

your house. This is a wonder-

ful family activity and a great 

opportunity to greet your 

neighbors. 

Luminaria Materials . Each 10-candle 

Luminaria pack, which includes tea lights, 

white paper bags and sand, costs $4.00 

and will light the frontage of an average 

Glencarlyn lot.  

Luminaria packs can be picked up at 

Carlin Hall between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on 

Dec. 19. We will be selling only on Satur-

day even if the celebration is delayed to 

Sunday because of rain.  

We will need volunteers to help sell the 

Luminaria packs and to help with the eve-

ning refreshments. If you can spare an 

hour or two, contact Eric Hougen at 703-

379-3997 or ehougen@gwu.edu or Pete 

Olivere at polivere@aol.com or 703-626-

2520. 

Potholes and Street Repair  

A large number of streets in Glencarlyn 

need repair. The spectrum of needed 

street repairs runs from the patching of 

pot holes to rebuilding the entire structure 

of the street.  

Streets are evaluated every three years to 

determine what  rebuilding or resurfacing 

should be done. Unfortunately, the re-

building of streets is done almost exclu-

sively where curb and gutters exist or will 

be installed. To get the street rebuilt and 

(Continued on page 9) 

Village Notes  

GCA Officers 

Email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org 

President 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Vice President 

Anthony Hardenburgh 703-629-4180 

Secretary 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

Treasurer 

Tim Aiken  703-820-0084 

Neighborhood Contacts 

Neighborhood Conservation Delegate 

Eric Hougen  703-379-3997 

Peter Olivere (Alt.) 703-820-0067 

Civic Federation Delegates 

John Shepherd  703-671-1789 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Tom Jonson 703-379-2531 

Vacant 

Anna Belousovitch (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Doug Leroy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 

Betty Vertiz (Alt.)  703-671-0785 

Carlin Hall Reservation Voice Mail  703-483-3564 

Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator 

Peter Olivere  703-820-0067 

Village View Editors 

Steve LeSueur/Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933 

gcanews@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn.org Webmaster 

Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 

Glencarlyn Email Updates 

Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 

gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Sheridan Swope 703-671-5046 

volunteer@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn Web Site 

http://www.glencarlyn.org 

Carlin Hall  

5711 S. 4th  St.  

These Arenôt Dinosaur Tracks 

Glencarlyn resident Tom Jonson has walked through 

the neighborhood and found 32 potholes that are large 

enough in size to report to Arlington County officials.   

Tom, who records the diameter and depth of each pot-

hole, is shown here in front of  a hole at 5801 South 

Lexington St. that measured 21 inches by 22 inches 

wide and 3 1/2 inches deep.  

Join Our Winter Celebrations! 

Mark your calendars for the  

following December events:  

Glencarlyn Winter Holiday Party ð 

Sunday, Dec. 13,  2:30-4:30 p.m. 

The annual GCA holiday party will be 

held 2:30-4:30 p.m. at Carlin Hall (5711 

4th St. S).  

There will be craft activities for young 

children and refreshments for all. Each 
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Simply Decorating 
òAssisting you with your decorating decisionsó 

Over 30 years experience 
Simply canõt make up your mind about a paint color, 
Simply canõt decide which sofa to purchase, 

Or how to arrange your room? 
Call me for a consultation. 

703 623-7813 
Deborah Charboneau 

Member I.F.D.A. 

Based on the experience of residents that 

have already participated in the process, it 

is recommended that the residents of the 

block meet early and continuously 

throughout the process to ensure that the 

desires of residents are well communi-

cated to county designers.  

Design can be particularly complicated in 

older neighborhoods like ours.  Glencarlyn 

has many old trees and relatively narrow 

rights of way. It can be very challenging to 

meet modern code requirements for street 

width and sidewalks in a neighborhood 

that was built long before the Americans 

with Disabilities Act and large fire trucks.  

Neighborhood Conservation projects can 

include one or all of the following aspects: 

improved street lighting, sidewalks, traffic 

calming, curb and gutter with street recon-

struction to resolve drainage issues, parks 

projects,  and neighborhood signs. Given 

the poor condition of our neighborhoodôs 

streets, many residents are attracted to the 

street improvement program. Under cur-

rent county policy, only streets with curb 

and gutter on both sides of the entire block 

are eligible for street rebuilding (see the 

article on potholes and street repair, page 

2). If your block is currently in poor condi-

tion, and lacks curb and gutter, the only 

known way for that to change is to partici-

pate in this program.  

Plan to Build Sidewalks  

The current County Board requires that all 

Neighborhood Construction projects in-

clude sidewalks on at least one side. When 

Glencarlyn residents were surveyed a few 

years ago, there was roughly a 50/50 split 

between those supporting and those 

against installing sidewalks throughout 

the neighborhood. There is a sidewalk 

waiver process, but the require-

ments for approval appear to be 

out of reach for most blocks in 

Glencarlyn, with the possible ex-

ception of dead-end streets. Blocks 

wishing to participate in the pro-

gram should plan on including a 

sidewalk in their requested design 

for best results. 

The county will survey the current 

conditions of the street and com-

plete a preliminary ñconcept de-

sign.ò   Multiple revisions may be 

required before the residents of the 

block arrive at an acceptable de-

sign. To become fully ñqualified,ò 

60 percent of the residents of the 

block must sign a formal petition 

approving the project and the GCA 

must identify the project as its  

first priority project to enter the 

funding round.  

Funding rounds occur twice a year, 

and Glencarlyn projects will com-

pete against projects offered by the 

other 50 Arlington neighborhoods.  

Projects are ranked according to a 

scoring system designed by the 

Neighborhood Conservation Advi-

sory Committee, which is a citizen-

led effort. At the most recent fund-

ing round, about 10 projects were 

approved for funding, ranging in 

cost from $12,000 to $630,000.   

The scoring system heavily favors 

projects from neighborhoods with an up-

dated neighborhood plan. Glencarlynôs 

plan dates to 1978 and a revision of our 

neighborhoodôs plan is underway. 

If you are interested in getting a project 

started, please attend the Dec. 7 GCA 

meeting or call Eric Hougen, GCAôs repre-

sentative on the Neighborhood Conserva-

tions Advisory Committee, at 703 867 

2933 or ehougen@gmail.com.  

More information about the program can 

also be found at the countyôs Neighbor-

hood Conservation website: http://

www.arlingtonva.us/DEPARTMENTS/

CPHD/ons/CPHDOnsConservation.aspx.  

Neighborhood Planning (Continued from page 1) 

Glencarlyn resident Terese Bull walks her 

dog Simon on the new 3rd Street side-

walk.  In the distance, the sidewalk juts to-

ward the street to allow more lawn area 

along the Ball -Sellers House property.  
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Remembering Glencarlyn  

Chrismas in the Village  
By David Backus 

December is 

mostly cold and 

dark with the spar-

kle of Christmas 

lights and all the 

tumult of the holi-

day.  

Christmas comes a few days after the long-

est night of the yearðthe winter Solsticeð

which occurs Dec.  20-23, depending on 

the year. 

In the 1950s, most of the leaves would 

have been taken care of by then, and we 

would have winterized the house by taking 

off the summer screens and putting on the 

winter storm windows.  

We knew it was Christmas time when Dad 

would load us into the ô49 Plymouth sta-

tion wagon and head to the country. We 

would cut our own tree, strap it to the top 

of the old brown station wagon and haul it 

back home. 

Glencarlyn village had a yearly contest to 

see who could decorate their house the 

most imaginatively.  The judges were an 

incorruptible team selected by the Citi-

zensô Association to judge who had the 

most unique display for Christmas. A 

small (but significant) non -monetary prize 

would then be handed out at the after the 

Christmas association meeting.   

Captain and Mrs. Shepherd won several 

years in a row with the three shepherds 

motif, which can still be seen this year. 

Captain Shepherd, with the help of Jerry 

Martineau, continue the tradition.  

This traditional competition was allowed 

to lapse sometime in the ó70s, and was 

superseded by the Luminaria, which was   

started by Barry Stevens. He was the man 

who originally came up with the idea, and 

like all good ideas, stood behind it by get-

ting the materials together and distribut-

ing them to participating neighbors before 

Christmas.  

Today, Paul Nuhn, Pete Olivere, Jack 

Turner, and many others have volunteered 

their time and effort to make this very 

lovely, peaceful scene take place in Glen-

carlyn. 

Itôs something to see ï long streets out-

lined with the flickering lights of candles 

in the translucent ñpennyò shopping bags. 

Sometime in the future, it has been ru-

mored, we will get a nice layer of snow to 

help accent this new neighborhood tradi-

tion.  

There was a large pine tree in front of the 

old wooden St. Johnôs church that would 

be decorated with lights each year.  The 

trick was to take a long stick and put the 

last few light bulbs in the string at the top. 

My father was good at doing this last 

touch. 

The village didnôt have a Christmas party 

for the children, as we now have at Carlin 

Hall, but there were private parties where 

neighbors would get together and have 

some wassail (cider spiced with cloves and 

cinnamon). Mr. Daniels, who lived over on 

3rd Street, had a wonderful eggnog recipe. 

His recipe called for fresh eggs and lots of 

cream. His spices were a little more 

ñspiceyò than the wassailðand not for the 

children.  

Our family tradition was started by our 

Grandmother Backus in the ó30s. On 

Christmas Eve, our family would gather 

before the fireplace and make ñChristmas 

hangings.ò These were comprised of sprigs 

of pine, holly, and other greens of the sea-

son. We then attached a tag to say ñMerry 

Christmasò to our friends, and then deliv-

ered these on Christmas Eve. 

Most friends would let us do our evening 

delivery with no interruption. Mr. Daniels 

would stay up and play the piano until he 

would ñcatchò Dad or one of us and offer 

us some eggnog. We worked hard at being 

ñcaughtò by Mr. Daniels. 

The last delivery took place at the Carl-

sons. They always had the coffee and good 

Christmas cheer waiting for usðif we got 

caught. Sometimes we had to knock loudly 

to get caught . 

Itôs a lot more work to do the greens over 

Christmas cards, but greens have been our 

family tradition since the ó30ôs. 

The regular family Christmas gifts we ex-

changed at Christmas were not extrava-

gant in the village. The most expensive 

gifts would be a bicycle or two among all 

the kids of Glencarlyn, but nothing much 

(Continued on page 11) 

The shepherds Chistmas display in front of Captain Shepherdôs home on 

3rd Street has become an annual tradition in Glencarlyn.  
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Gary FitzGibbon 

Serving Northern Virginia for 22 years 
RE/MAX Presidential  

VISIT MY WEB PAGE AT:  http://garyfitzgibbon.com 
EMAIL ME AT:  garyfitzgibbon@aol.com 

Congress has extended the homebuyer tax credit to first time homebuyers who purchase a home 
before April 30, 2010.  

The tax credit represents 10 percent of the purchase price of a home up to a maximum of $8,000 or 
$4,000 for married taxpayers filing separate returns.  

For the purpose of this credit, a first time homeowner is defined as one who has not owned a home 
for the 36 months ending on the date of purchase. 

The credit is available to taxpayers with adjusted gross incomes up to $125,000 or  $225,000 for 
married taxpayers filing jointly.  Above those income levels the credit is phased out gradually. 

In addition, a current homeowner who has owned their home for 5 of the 8 previous years is eligible 
to a maximum of $6,500 tax credit ($3,250 married filing separately) when replacing their princi-
pal residence by April 30, 2010. 

So long as a written binding contract to purchase is in effect on April 30, 2010, the purchaser will 
have until July 1, 2010 to close. 

 

For Help with Buying or Selling Real Estate, call me at 703 -876 -5347!  

Forms & instructions are available at www.irs.gov.  The form number is 5405. 

Who Do You Know That Should Buy A Home Right Now? 

Important Changes to the $8,000 First Time Home Buyer Credit of 2009: 


